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DUKINFIELD GROUP NEWSLETTER

September 2011
Cheshire BMD Up-date
Thanks to Bob Kirk and his team there eight out of the 16 Tameside sub registration districts now have mothers’ maiden names added to birth registrations.  The latest additions are for Knott Lanes and Lees.  Ian Hartas has also added more functionality to the site by making searches available right down to individual sub registration districts and individual marriage venues. Try it, you can now find out easily how many say of your ancestor’s married at Ashton St Michael etc,.
Tameside Heritage Fair
This year we are trying our Albion Church as a venue on Saturday 1st October.  I’ll be sending out more details very soon.
Cheshire Records on Family Search

For some time now new indexes to Cheshire records have been appearing on NEW Family Search website.  At one time the images to these indexes were available on the site, but were swiftly removed whilst Cheshire RO looked for a partner to make them available on-line.  A deal has been agreed with Find My Past and the first of these indexes will begin to appear very soon.
Find My Past:

Have also just been given the contract to digitise three million convict and court records held at the National Archives.  They have also just released a major collection of Merchant Seamen’s records covering the years 1918-1941.  If you are missing men in 1881 and 1891 try the new Ships Crewe lists for 1881 and 1891.
Good News, possibly in anticipation of Ancestry soon releasing indexes to their 1911 Census images, Find My Past have reduced all their subscription packages:

Their full package now costs 109.95 but they have reduced their loyalty bonus from 20% to 10%.  This would still bring their total subscription after one year to under £100.
Ancestry
Recent additions are: browsable 1911 Census Records, Apprentice Records, Railway Workers, Postal Service Records, London Wills and Thames Medway Parish Registers
Various Blogs and Regular Newsletters - which I use to keep up-to-date with anything to do with Family History:
I up-date my own webpage roughly once a months with the latest local information and new web pages: www.tamesidefamilyhistory.co.uk/latest.htm
http://www.lostcousins.com/  one of the best regular newsletters around.

Ancestry’s newsletter: http://bit.ly/o9JrRa this was a very long web address so I used bitly.com to shorten it

Find my past news up-date page: http://bit.ly/p35stR again using bitly.com to shorten the web address.
The National Archives newsletter: http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/news/enewsletter.htm
Programme for 2011-2012:
12 October 2011 – Mike Powell from Chethams Library in Manchester will be coming along to shed some light on one of their newest and major collections. The Leech Family from Ashton-under-Lyne and Urmston is one of Chetham's most remarkable collections. Over the last few years, members of the family have presented the Library with a large and diverse collection of personal and business memorabilia. The archive is a uniquely personal collection, dominated by an astonishing series of journals and diaries. It begins with a short journal written in 1815-16 and ends with diaries covering the second half of the twentieth century. There are almost 200 volumes in the collection compiled by over a dozen members of the family.
9 November 2011 – Sharon Hartas – ‘UKMFH/UKGDL’ following on from the success of Ian’s UKBMD, Sharon will be coming along to demonstrate her two major websites and how you can use them to add to your family history. UKMFH (UK Military Family History) and UKGDL (UK Genealogical Data and Lists).

14 December 2011 – Brian Hallsworth ‘In the Bleak Midwinter’ Christmas customs and traditions, with carols thrown in for good measure. Possibly with a potato pie supper (keep an eye on our website for more information nearer the time.

11 January 2012 “Blind John Metcalfe” of Knaresborough Famous Road Builder – Gay Oliver. Totally blind, he eloped with his wife, fought at Culloden, dealt in a little contraband and was the first famous road builder, predating Telford and Macadam.  He had strong family links with Hyde and Gee Cross.  The search entailed researching along the female line and researching the history of a house.

8 February – Effective Searching Workshop at Tameside local Studies and Archives Centre – a demonstration and practice of effective search techniques.

14 March – Tony Foster from Lancashire Family History and Heraldry Society will be coming along to talk about ‘Dirt and Disease in Lancashire’
11 April – Carl Rogerson will be coming along to demonstrate and tell us about his website and project to photograph Cheshire War Memorials
9 May – Paul Newman from Chester Record Office to demonstrate their Victorian Mapping Project.

13 June – Annual Trip possibly to Gorton Monastry to be confirmed
11 July – still to be arranged.
Any changes or alterations to this programme will be posted on our Society website: fhsc.org.uk click on Groups and then Dukinfield.
Meetings are held in the Old Chapel schoolrooms, Old Road, Dukinfield, on the second Wednesday of each month (except August), starting at 7.00 pm. £1.50 for members and £2.00 for non members, tea and coffee on arrival.

Gay Oliver: gayjoliver@gmail.com  12 September 2011
