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DUKINFIELD GROUP NEWS

September 2008
CHESHIRE BMD Up-Date:

All entries for Tameside Births, Marriages and Deaths are now on-line from 1837 to the beginning of Tameside MB in 1974.  The project team is now going back and checking some early records and will soon start adding mothers’ maiden names to birth entries.  In addition the following post Tameside entries are also on-line Deaths 1991-2007, Births 1991-2007 and Civil Marriages 1991-2006.

EVENTS:

Heritage Open Days September 11th – 14th
Local and Family History Fair at  Dukinfield Town Hall Saturday 4th October
Full information at: www.tamesidehistoryforum.org.uk
FHSC – AGM and Members’ Day at Astbury 18th October 2008 – full details are in the latest edition of the Cheshire Ancestor or via www.fhsc.org.uk
Manchester Regiment Advice Day – 20th September 2008 11.00am-3.00pm there are still some afternoon sessions available but book early to avoid disappointment – see leaflets.

Manchester & Lancs FHS Open Day 27th September 2008 – full details available at:
http://www.mlfhs.org.uk/
New Book:

‘Smokestack to Urban Chic’ all about the history of the St Petersfield area of Ashton-under-Lyne see the forum’s webpage for full details: www.tamesidehistoryforum.org.uk
Ancestral Trail:

Because of much increased demand it has been decided that we will in future hold this session twice a month on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays each month.  Pat, Doris and myself have been running this trail for a few years now and we have recently been lucky to add to the volunteers with two of my ex students including Sandra who is our speaker this evening.  Because it is getting harder and harder to meet demand if anyone would like to come along to see what we do, with a view to becoming one of the pool of helpers we would welcome you with open arms particularly at holiday times.

Family History Course:
I have been running classes in the library at Ashton for a couple of years now.  These have proved very popular.  I have a new course starting on 26th September 1.15pm-3.15pm.  There are still a very few places left so if you are interested – get your name down now.  For more information places visit my own personal website at:
www.tamesidefamilyhistory.co.uk

You can also visit my website to see the latest up-dates I have been adding over the summer.

Ancestry.co.uk news:

Ancestry™ chosen to host City of London’s historical ‘London records’- largest collection in existence

The most comprehensive collection of historical London records, covering 500 years of the city’s history, is to be made available online for the first time. Following a lengthy tendering process, Ancestry has secured the exclusive online rights to digitize and host key records from London Metropolitan Archives (LMA) and Guildhall Library Manuscripts.

LMA’s historical record collection, which is owned and managed by the City of London, is considered to be of international importance, particularly given London’s prominence at the centre of the British Empire for almost 300 years from the mid-1700s.

As the City of London’s official partner, Ancestry will be responsible for providing global access to The LMA Collection. Original images of all historical records will be available on Ancestry.co.uk, the UK’s leading family and social history website, and more than 77 million names searchable using key information such as name, date and place.

The first records will launch on Ancestry.co.uk in early 2009, with the following prioritised for launch in the coming year:

· Parish records – records from more than 10,000 Greater London parish registers of baptisms,   marriages and burials dating from the 1530s to the 20th Century 

· Poor Law documents - relating to the administration of poor relief, including workhouse registers from 1834 onwards 

· London school admissions – records from 843 individual London schools dating from the early Victorian times through to 1911, providing admission and personal details for millions of London students

Findmypast.com adds Docklands baptisms:
Over 340,000 baptisms in London's docklands have been added to the 20 million plus parish records. Among the newly added records are nearly 346,000 baptisms for London’s dockland areas, covering much of East London (Whitechapel, Stepney, Limehouse, Shadwell etc.) through to Bermondsey. These records were compiled by various researchers and are made available in association with Docklands Ancestors. Within minutes of reading this I found Doris’ James Meek Pascoe baptized at Shadwell in 1817.  Doris had been looking for James for several years.  The rest of James’ family had been baptized at Deptford and she could never be sure that he really belonged.  Lots of the new information is from parishes which are not on the IGI.
The 1911 census
Findmypast.com, in association with the National Archives, will be managing the launch of the 1911 census, in 2009. This mammoth project is underway at this very moment. 

www.1911census.co.uk will be the first, and for a time the only place to access the 1911 census online. If you haven't already, then be sure to register on the site in order to receive the latest updates and be among the first to use the census at its launch.

Between now and the 2009 launch they will be sending regular updates and imparting some useful tips and background information to ensure you get the most from this exciting new census.

New Online Database: Second World War Service Files: Canadian Armed Forces War Dead

The following announcement was written by Library and Archives Canada:

Library and Archives Canada (LAC) is pleased to announce the launch of a new online database, Second World War Service Files: Canadian Armed Forces War Dead.

Through this online database, researchers can access references to the service files in the Department of National Defence Fonds (RG 24) for the members of the Canadian Armed Forces who lost their lives during this conflict.  Over 1,159,000 men and women served in the Canadian Armed Forces during the Second World War (1939-1945) and 44,093 people lost their lives.

The database is available at: http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/databases/war-dead/index-e.html
You can also browse the other databases available to search via their website:
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/databases/index-e.html
These include 1881, 1901 and 1911 Censuses, Passenger Lists, British Home children and BMDS.
The Times is now FREE! 

It's now possible to search issues of The Times, probably the most famous newspaper in the world, from 1785 to 1985 - and to view the articles completely free of charge. According to their website http://archive.timesonline.co.uk/tol/archive/ this free offer is for an 'introductory period', but my hope is that it will continue indefinitely. You will, however, need to register before you can view any of the articles. If this offer does not continue it is possible to have access if you join Manchester Central Library, you can use your membership number or pin to access their 24hour virtual library reference section.
Catholic Register Index.

Manchester and Lancs FHS have set up an online index of the names which appear in those Roman Catholic baptism and marriage registers which have been transcribed by MLFHS. This is now available to search in the online data section (ie open to non-member access) at www.mlfhs.org.uk This is referred to as the Catholic Register Index. It is hoped that this will develop into a more extensive index of Roman Catholic records.

The search program is still fairly basic and allows surname/forename searches across records from St Anne, Ancoats, St. Wilfrid, Hulme and St Edmund, Miles Platting. All names appearing in the registers, whether bride/groom/witness or father/mother/godparent is indexed so there are over 90,000 records to search already.

Other Useful Web Up-dates:
Yesterdays Journeys: http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~spire/Yesterday/index.htm Very ambitious website run by Mike Spencer with indexes mostly to poor law records of settlement, removal, bastardy, wills and court records from Derbyshire Quarter Sessions. The sections include information from all over the UK, since our ancestors were far more mobile than we think, particularly the section on Vagabonds. 
Manchester Family History Research - a Manchester Record Agent's own website, but full of information about poor law and court records in Manchester Archives.
http://www.manchester-family-history-research.co.uk/index.html  
Museum of the Manchesters - Research Guide through the Regiment's Archives at Tameside Local Studies Library. http://www.tameside.gov.uk/museumsgalleries/mom/research
Lancashire On-line Parish Clerks - Stalybridge Parish has now been added with the baptisms from Ebenezer Methodist Chapel 1813-1837. http://www.lan-opc.org.uk/Stalybridge/index.html
NEXT MONTH:
Ian Hartas has kindly agreed to come and talk to us about the Cheshire BMD project he started and how it has spread to other counties to become the most valuable of all databases for searching for BMD registrations.  He will also be demonstrating other little known and valuable parts of the ukbmd.org.uk website and future developments.
PROGRAMME 2008/2009
·  10 September 2008  - AGM and Presentation by Sandra Mclaren “My Domesday Ancestors”
·   8 October 2008 – Ian Hartas – “Inside UKBDM”

·  12 November 2008  - Colin McInnes -  “Researching your Military Ancestors”

·  10 December 2008 -  Christmas Social, Quiz and Short Family History Stories
·  14 January 2009 – Christine Clough “Friends of Gorse Hall” 

·  February 2009 – Demonstration of the Most Popular Family History Websites at Dukinfield Town Hall

·  11 March – tba – possible someone from Manchester Central Library about Poor Law Records

·   8 April – tba

·  13 May – “Open Forum” and a presentation by me – subject tba

·  10 June -  Jan Dawson – “The Food our Ancestors Ate”
·   8 July – Visit this will most likely be a guided tour of Manchester Town Hall in the afternoon
www.fhsc.org.uk/fhsc/dukinfield.htm
Meetings are held in the Old Chapel schoolrooms, Old Road, Dukinfield, on the second Wednesday of each month (except August), starting at 7.00 pm. A donation is requested and refreshments are provided. Please email me with any items for the newsletter: gayjoliver@aol.com 
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