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DUKINFIELD GROUP NEWSLETTER

October 2010

Cheshire BMD – celebrates its 10th anniversary on 15th October 2010.  From its small beginnings in 2000 it has continued to grow steadily over the years as volunteers from the Family History Society of Cheshire work with local register offices to put online the birth, marriage and death indexes based on the original records held by local register offices.

Also a recent announcement from Bob Kirk:

The latest announcement of updates to CheshireBMD is a major milestone for the Tameside Registration district. These additions complete the Indexing of the BMD records of the Tameside Register Office which is one of the few Register Offices to have all their deposited registers indexed and online

We believe there are about one and half million BMD events in the index.  If you find one we've missed do let us know :o) Congratulations and Thanks to ALL the volunteers who have helped in this task.  It only took us nine years but we made it in the end

Dont worry, we aren't retiring.  The Team are now revisiting the birth indexes and inserting the maiden names.
The full Tameside statistics:

Births:  761,743

Marriages:  251,386
Deaths:  544,026

Grand Total for Tameside of 1,557,155
Total on CheshireBMD 5,890,344 so more than a quarter of the Cheshire entries are from Tameside.
The counties now involved in the UKBMD Project are:  Bath, Berkshire, Cheshire, Lancashire, North Wales, Staffordshire. West Midlands, Wiltshire, Yorkshire.  And NEW to be launched on 15th October CumbriaBMD.

F R Raines’ Lancashire Manuscripts – Peter Davenport has scanned the forty-four volumes of Canon Raines’ collection which is at Chetham’s Library which has kindly given him permission to produce a DVD for sale by our Society.  See our website for more details.
New at Ancestry - About UK, Prison Hulk Registers and Letter Books, 1802-1849

This collection consists of registers and letter books of prisoners on convict prison hulks in England between 1802-1849. A hulk is a decommissioned ship that is either technologically out of date or cannot make it through the open sea without taking on water, but is still able to float without problems. There were many of these ships available when engines started to power ships instead of sails, so the hulks were moored in harbors and used as floating prisons or for other purposes. The hulks’ place in harbors also made it easier to hold and transport convicts being sent to Australia. The first prison hulks in England appeared after a 1776 act allowed them to be used to house prisoners.
New at FindMyPast - Almost 342,000 new Chelsea Pensioner records 1901-1913 just published
341,888 records and 1,928,868 images to their Chelsea Pensioners collection for the period 1901-1913. This completes the WO97 series of their Chelsea Pensioner collection and brings the total amount of these records and images on findmypast.co.uk to 1,033,845 recordsand 6,131,443 images.

	Date range
	Approx no. 
of records
	Approx no. 
of images
	When available

	WO97 1760-1854
	185,087
	1,005,640
	Now

	WO97 1855-1872
	96,434
	437,825
	Now

	WO97 1873-1882
	97,515
	540,423
	Now

	WO97 1883-1900
	312,921
	2,218,687
	Now

	WO97 1901-1913
	341,888
	1,928,868
	Now

	WO96 1806-1915
	500,000
	3.5 million
	Sept 2011


 Plus five new military record collections just launched: over 480,000 new records:

WWII Prisoners of War - 104,838
Distinguished Conduct Medal Citations – 24,928
Ireland’s Memorial Records of the Great War – 49,602
Register of the Second Anglo Boer War – 259,581
WWI Naval Casualties – 43,930

beta.familysearch.org – have another look at this site, quite a lot has been up-dated this week and it is gradually evolving into the new permanent site for Family Search.
CD Loan Library – very many thanks to Florence  Oliver for offering to take this over.
Next Month - Colin McInnes will be helping people to research their Naval Ancestors. Colin is our local expert on all things Military and is a very popular speaker.  We will also be having a potato pie supper as an early Xmas  ‘do’.
Programme for 2010-2011:
November 10 – Colin McInnes – Searching for records of Royal Naval Ancestors plus a Potato Pie Supper.

December 8 – George Redmunds – How Names Developed into the Fixed Surnames of Today
January 12 – David Lambert – Manorial Records.

February 9 – Still to be arranged

March 9 – Chris Makepeace – The Camera as Historian.
April 13 – Peter Higginbottom – “Gruelling Experience” Three Hundred Years of the Workhouse.

May 11 – Visit still to be arranged – possibly “Fairfield Moravian Settlement”

June 8 – Keith Warrender – Underground Manchester
July 13 – Gordon Read – Migration to the USA and Canada
Any changes or alterations to this programme will be posted on our Society website: fhsc.org.uk click on Groups and then Dukinfield
Meetings are held in the Old Chapel schoolrooms, Old Road, Dukinfield, on the second Wednesday of each month (except August), starting at 7.00 pm. £1.50 for members and £2.00 for non members, tea and coffee on arrival.
Gay Oliver: gayjoliver@gmail.com  October 2010
