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DUKINFIELD GROUP NEWS

October 2009
Thanks: To everyone who helped at the Heritage Fair.  Pat and Anita for looking after the bookstall, Doris for brining along her school photograph collection and Florence and Marion for helping around lunchtime so that we could escape for a while to eat something.  There are some photos of the day on the Forum website: www.tamesidehistoryforum.org.uk
Events:
The Family History Society of Cheshire (FHSC) is forty years old this year.  Our AGM and Open Day will be hosted this year by our Runcorn Group on 17 October 2009 – there are full details, directions and a downloadable poster on our website:  www.fhsc.org.uk Don’t miss it - this is your day.
The Oldham Branch of Manchester and Lancs FHS are having their Open Day at Gallery Oldham, Cultural Quarter, Greaves Street, Oldham OL1 1AL on Saturday 14th November between 10.00am-4.00pm.  Stalls, Talks, Helpdesks, Displays and a Film Show.

Web Up-dates:
Lancashire OPC: at last something on this site for Tameside – 492 marriages at Stalybridge New St Georges Church 1847-1881 and 221 baptisms at Stalybridge Ebenezer Particular Baptist church 1813-1837
Records Search Pilot: all the Cheshire images for this site have been removed and the response from the LDS church is:
The Cheshire, Church of England Records 1538-1907, was indexed in partnership with another organization.  The indexes are available for free on Record Search but the images are not currently available due to contractual agreements between the two parties. They will be available at a future date when there is an authentication process that allows us to identify specific groups and individuals. 
ANCESTRY ADD LONDON RECORDS (edited from Lost cousins newsletter)
It was a long wait, but ultimately worth it. Many of the parish registers held at the London Metropolitan Archives went online just after my last newsletter and whilst most records prior to 1813 have yet to be transcribed and indexed there are millions of later records that have been.

Despite my misgivings about the way Ancestry is developing I have several 'brick walls' in London so I couldn't resist taking out a subscription.
Early indications are that the transcribers have done a pretty good job, however the implementation is somewhat flawed - and once again I have to wonder about Ancestry's quality control. The biggest problem I noticed was with marriages: where a bride or groom was described as of 'full age' in the register Ancestry have recorded their age as 0 - which means that the estimated year of birth is wrong. This fault affects as many as 80% of records from the 1840s and 1850s, though it is much less of a problem with later records - for example, less than 1% of records in 1889 appear to be affected.

I'd recommend that you omit the estimated birth year when searching earlier records, or else search a second time with the range for the birth year the same as that for the marriage year. Remember too that until July 1837 - when civil registration came in - the ages of the bride and groom usually weren't shown in the register.

A final warning - parish registers are not included in Ancestry's Essentials membership (£83.40 a year, or £10.95 a month); you'll need a Premium membership (£107.40 a year or £12.95 a month) or Worldwide membership (£155.40 a year or £18.95 a month). 

INDIA OFFICE RECORDS FREE ONLINE

Many British families have Indian connections - India was the 'jewel in the Crown' of the British empire. I've known for some time that the India Office records are held by the British Library, but what I didn't discover until recently is that you can search 300,000 births, baptisms, marriages, deaths and burials online - and best of all, it's free! 
PRISONERS OF WAR RECORDS ONLINE AT ANCESTRY (again courtesy of Lost cousins)
Ancestry have recently added a small but significant database with details of over 100,000 British Army personnel who were held in Prisoner of War camps in Europe during WW2.

However, there is a slight catch - whilst the Search form invites you to enter the first name and last name of the person you're seeking, the database doesn't include any first names, only initials. So whatever name you type in you won't get ANY results at all unless you turn off exact matches. It's ironic that as you're completing the new-style Search box a message pops up advising you to enter the full name in order to get better results!

It's a shame to see such a newsworthy addition to Ancestry's data spoiled by such a trivial flaw. My advice is to leave exact matches turned on, but enter just the initial.

FINDMYPAST.COM SETS 1911 SUBSCRIPTION
The rumours that findmypast.com would charge separately for the 1911 Census turned out to be true, and I was initially a bit shocked by the cost of £59.95 for twelve months and £39.95 for 6 months. I certainly was - but I’ve already spent over around £35.00 for around 11 images.
The good news is that for a limited period there will be a discount of just over 20% for existing subscribers who take out a combined subscription, bringing the cost down to £119.95 for a year's UNLIMITED access to EVERY record at the findmypast.com site, including all 8 England & Wales censuses from 1841-1911 (1851 is not yet complete, but will be soon). Existing findmypast.com subscribers will be the first to get access to the census - the date for everyone else is likely to be October 21st.  Without the 20% discount I personally think the full combined price of £149.95 is rather exhorbitant.
1841 and 1851 Street Indexes at The National Archives:
There is a useful resource for locating streets on the 1841 & 1851 census. It is obviously a "work in progress", but it looks as if it will be extended at some point to other census years:

 yourarchives.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php?title=Category:1841_census_street_index
 yourarchives.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php?title=Category:1851_census_street_index
The following records have been added to the ScotlandsPeople website:

Indexes (NOT IMAGES) to modern marriage records from 1934-2006. This now gives the range of statutory records as Indexes of Scottish births and deaths (1855-2006) marriages (1855-2006) and images of births (1855-1908), marriages (1855-1933) and deaths (1855-1958). 

Programme for 2009-10
11 November – Alan Rose - Cotton and its Effects on Family Life
9 December – Family Heirlooms and a Potato Pie Supper
13 January – Dr George Redmund – Surname Development and Distribution
10 February – Research Evening at Tameside Local Studies
10 March – Peter Park – For Better for Worse

14 April – Sid Calverton – The Lancashire Cotton Famine in Dialect
12 May – Mike Nevelle – The History of Your House
9 June – Sandra McLaren – An Irish Family’s Journey
14 July – Annual Visit TBA
Next Month:
Alan Rose, the chairman of Tameside Local History Forum and Stalybridge Historical Society will be coming to talk about the effects of the cotton industry on the daily lives of families.
Meetings are held in the Old Chapel schoolrooms, Old Road, Dukinfield, on the second Wednesday of each month (except August), starting at 7.00 pm. £1.50 for members and £2.00 for non members, tea and coffee on arrival. Please email me with any items for the newsletter: gayjoliver@aol.com 
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