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DUKINFIELD GROUP NEWS

October  2007
LOCAL AND FAMILY HISTORY EVENT AT DUKINFIELD TOWN HALL 6th OCTOBER:
Our local history forum is very lucky to be able to host these events. Dukinfield Town Hall is a prestigious venue and all the facilities were given to us free for the day including staffing a café for light refreshments.  This year the Council installed a hub and provided us with four laptops for internet access to have ‘live’ family history demonstrations run as a joint venture, between ourselves and Tameside’s Family History Centre.   Thank you to everyone who helped on the day.  I would also like to thank the staff at the town hall for all their help in organising this event.

FUTURE EVENTS:
1) FHSC AGM at Bebbington Saturday, 20th October 2007 – ask Gay for more details or see the September issue of the Cheshire Ancestor  Don’t miss it – this is your day.
2) Tameside Family History Centre’s Conference 3rd November at Portland Basin Museum.

3) ‘Think Tank – Two’ at the Festival Hall, Alderley Edge 2.00pm – 5.00pm 10th November

4)  FHSC – Northwich Family History Fair

NEW EXHIBITION AT TAMESIDE ARCHIVE LIBRARY:
Currently there is an exhibition by Manchester University of cartoons taken from the Cotton Factory Times
GOOGLE BOOKS:
If you go to Google, then click more, then Books, then advanced search, then click Full View and put in a couple of keywords, you can view full text on-line or download a PDF version.

MANCHESTER CENTRAL LIBRARY LINK IS NOW:
http://www.manchester.gov.uk/site/scripts/documents.php?categoryID=448

NOT EXACTLY SNAPPY AND EASY TO REMEMBER - so I’ve changed the links on my website to make it a bit easier.  www.members.aol.com/gayjoliver/FamilyHistoryLinks.htm
TWO NEW WEBSITES:

www.familyrelatives.com
At the moment this website seems a bit too good to be true: Full BMD records, and parish registers, Census information is supposedly in BETA testing to be added soon.  I’m possibly being a little cynical, but I bet the price rises when census images are added to their collection of databases.  There also seem to be a few glitches to registration and searching, which should get ironed out.
Free Genealogy Social Networking – very cheap subscription to records eg £37.50 for a full year £12.00 for 90 days.  AT THE MOMENT ALL THE OVERSEAS RECORDS plus 2 million American Records are FREE 
www.BMDregisters.co.uk
This website was only launched last week and contains 6 million hidden baptism and burial records from nonconformist, Quaker and Jewish records held at TNA at Kew.  These are their RG4 and RG5 series.  It’s pay-per-view by purchasing credits, each unit is worth 50p.  It costs 50p to do an advanced search and then £2.50 to view each image.  I think it’s very expensive, but this is a personal opinion.

SCOTLANDS PEOPLE:
Have now added the availability to purchase vouchers for people who don’t like using credit cards on-line and extended their uses from 7 to 90 days.

FAMILY RECORDS CENTRE CLOSING

It was announced in May 2006 that the FRC in London was closing and moving to Kew and this should be completed by Spring 2008.  The FRC timescale for closure was supposed to start in November but this has been brought forward to October.  At the same time TNA will have periods of closure whilst building alterations take place to accommodate the FRC Indexes. If you want to visit please check their website in advance.  People are now supposed to rely on computer indexes, but the Government’s plans to computerise these records fell through. It doesn’t look like on-line searching will be available now until 2009 at the earliest. It was also announced that from November they will no longer provide an order a collect service for certificates and that they would not be offering any alternatives, but after some pressure have now agreed to a limited order and collect service from the GRO at Southport.
Meanwhile Ancestry has removed free access to their GRO Database of BMD Indexes, so unless you have a subscription to one of the pay-per-view websites, you will have to do things the old-fashioned way by searching through fiche or microfilms either at the LDS Family History Centre at Patterdale Road, or at Manchester Record Office or for events between 1900-1930 at Tameside Archives Library.  Thank heavens for the UKBMD Project and FreeBMD.
THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES WEBSITE:
Three recent additions:  PODCASTS and a Latin Tutorial. Also records of 5,000 WRENS from WWI.
FFHS JOINS FORCES WITH FINDMYPAST.COM


”A week ago a joint announcement by the Federation of Family History Societies and findmypast.com revealed their plans  to make records more readily available by hosting them at findmypast.com, rather than at the federation's Family History Online site.

With 500 million UK records already available at findmypast.com the site is fast becoming one of those resources that you just can't do without! The FFHS records will be transferred gradually, and we'll aim to keep members up to date with the progress.”

Resources at http://www.familyhistoryonline.net include the National Burial Register and transcribed parish registers and monumental inscriptions. All of the information has been compiled by volunteers from the individual family history societies that form the Federation of Family History Societies (FFHS).  Locally they also include the Manchester and Ashton 1851 unfilmed census images and the Derbyshire BMD project.  I’m a little bit sceptical about who now benefits financially from the hours of work done by volunteers and who has copyright. – my personal comment Watch this Space!!

NEXT MONTH:
Dr Mike Powell from Chetham’s Library is coming to talk to us, and at last we will have someone to tell us about the Manchester Cathedral Archives.  Mike Powell has taken over the commitments left over from last year when Chris Hunwick, the archivist left and got a new job working for the Duke of Northumberland at Alnwick Castle.  Manchester Cathedral holds the largest collection of parish registers in the country and there are some amusing anecdotes concerning all the mass baptisms and marriages.
PROGRAMME 2007/2008
· 14 November 2007 - Dr Mike Powell - "Manchester Cathedral Registers" 

· 12 December 2007 - Kate Booth - "One Place Study" plus "Wartime Xmas Festivities" 

· 9 January 2008 - Alan Arrowsmith - "Denton and Hatting" 

· 13 February 2008 - "Maps Workshop' at Tameside Local Studies Library" 

· 12 March 2008 - Alan Hayhurst - "Lady Killers" 

· 9 April 2008 - Peter Park - "Parish Registers" 

· 14 May 2008 - "Open Forum" 

· 11 June 2008 - "Afternoon visit for a Concert and Guided Tour of Chetham's Library" 

· 9 July 2008 - Jan Craig "Paleography" 

For more information visit our website:

www.fhsc.org.uk/fhsc/dukinfield.htm
Meetings are held in the Old Chapel schoolrooms, Old Road, Dukinfield, on the second Wednesday of each month (except August), starting at 7.00 pm. Tea/coffee and biscuits are provided, and a £1 donation is requested. Please email me with any items for the newsletter: gayjoliver@aol.com
