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TAMESIDE GROUP NEWSLETTER

November 2011
New at Find My Past

Military Nurses Records 1856-1940 published. You can now search for your ancestors in 4,000 records for military nurses on findmypast.co.uk The records cover the vast period of 1856 to 1940 and comprise five main record sets:

Army Nursing Service: a small but significant set of 238 nurses of often quite genteel origin, born in the 19th  century

Queen Alexandra's Imperial Military Nursing Service: records of 783 nurses, born between 1859 and 1904

Royal Hospital Chelsea Nurses: records of 165 largely untrained nurses, born between 1839 and 1876, who served at the hospital for pensioned soldiers between 1856 and 1910

Scottish Women's Hospital: records of 1,575 women (and men) who were stationed in continental Europe during WWI

WWII Military Nurses: details of 1,244 nurses who served in France with either Queen Alexandra's Imperial Military Nursing Service, or Queen Alexandra's Reserve, or the Territorial Army Nursing Service, during WWII

New at Ancestry

Silver War Badge Records, 1914–1920
The Silver War Badge was one of World War I’s most distinguished awards. It was given to servicemen who were discharged with a serious wound or illness – they wore it at home so they wouldn’t be accused of not doing their duty.

Our records reveal over 800,000 injured soldiers, sailors and pilots. Find an ancestor among them, and you’ll discover their rank, when they started and finished in the Forces, the unit they left and why they were discharged.

I have also had the following tweet from Family History Monthly MAG
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We've heard that there will be free military record searches on Ancestry for Remembrance Day from Thur to Sun this week...watch this space!
Next Month:  Brian Hallsworth will be coming along to talk about Christmas customs and traditions with carols thrown in for good measure.  We are also hoping to have a ‘potato pie’ supper.  Will let everyone know more in a couple of weeks.  It is likely that this will cost £3-£4 for the evening and I will need numbers to have some idea of how many to cater for.
Programme for 2012:
11 January 2012 “Blind John Metcalfe” of Knaresborough Famous Road Builder – Gay Oliver. Totally blind, he eloped with his wife, fought at Culloden, dealt in a little contraband and was the first famous road builder, predating Telford and Macadam.  He had strong family links with Hyde and Gee Cross.  The search entailed researching along the female line and researching the history of a house.

8 February – Effective Searching Workshop at Tameside local Studies and Archives Centre – a demonstration and practice of effective search techniques.

14 March – Tony Foster from Lancashire Family History and Heraldry Society will be coming along to talk about ‘Dirt and Disease in Lancashire’
11 April – Carl Rogerson will be coming along to demonstrate and tell us about his website and project to photograph Cheshire War Memorials
9 May – Paul Newman from Chester Record Office to demonstrate their Victorian Mapping Project.

13 June – Annual Trip possibly to Gorton Monastry to be confirmed
11 July – Jean Goodall will be coming along to talk about her historical lace collection – every piece has a story attached
Any changes or alterations to this programme will be posted on our Society website: fhsc.org.uk click on Groups and then Dukinfield. Meetings are held in the Old Chapel schoolrooms, Old Road, Dukinfield, on the second Wednesday of each month (except August), starting at 7.00 pm. £1.50 for members and £2.00 for non members, tea and coffee on arrival.

Gay Oliver: gayjoliver@gmail.com  8 November 2011
