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DUKINFIELD GROUP NEWS

November 2009
Events:
The Oldham Branch of Manchester and Lancs FHS are having their Open Day at Gallery Oldham, Cultural Quarter, Greaves Street, Oldham OL1 1AL on Saturday 14th November between 10.00am-4.00pm.  Stalls, Talks, Helpdesks, Displays and a Film Show.

Next Month:

A bit different this time.  It will take the form of a social get together and potato pie supper.  Excellent potato pie from Carrs in Stalybridge – best pies in Tameside!  I will need to know numbers in advance.  I think it would also be interesting for people to bring in heirlooms or spend a couple of minutes telling us all what sparked off their interest in Family History.  Just so that I can plan the evening, send me an email to let me know in advance if you have anything to bring in or a story to tell.
Window Stickers:  Our society is thinking about having some window stickers produced.  They are about the size of a tax disk and transparent.  Would people be interested – likely to cost about £1.50.

1911 Census:  Free access at Manchester Central Library and Greater Manchester CRO proved to be too popular and they ran out of credits.  It is still available on a couple of computers at the LDS Family History Centre at Patterdale Road.  They also have access to FindMyPast and the 19th Century British Newspaper collection you have to book in advance.  There are more details on my website: tamesidefamilyhistory.co.uk/familyhistorycentre.htm
Tips on searching FindMyPast and 1911Census.co.uk (taken from Lost Cousins)
Now that the 1911 England & Wales census is available on subscription at the findmypast.com site you might think that the dedicated 1911 site has become redundant - but I'd seriously recommend you think again!

Why? Because searching works differently at the two sites - for example, at the 1911 site you can search using the number of years of marriage, something that isn't an option at findmypast.com. The fuzzy-matching options are also a little different, and on occasion that difference may lead you to find someone you otherwise wouldn't have been able to track down. Another bonus is that at the 1911 site you can include census references and names in the same search - at findmypast you can only search for one or the other.

Now, I'm not suggesting that if you've taken out a 1911 subscription at findmypast.com you should also buy credits to use at the 1911 site - you don't need to, because searches are free at both sites. If a record turns up at the 1911 site that you couldn't find at findmypast, simply use that information to adjust your search at the findmypast site.
More Military Records made available in time for the Armistice on Ancestry:

They have finished indexing all the surviving British Army WWI Service Records. Previously records were only available online up to the letter N - but now if you can't find the record here you won't find it anywhere else.

Although German bombers destroyed some, 2.8m records survived or were carefully reconstructed from pension’s records. Finally, after two years of painstaking work, these records are ready to research online.

As well as the WWI Service Records they have some other great WWI records for you to enjoy and search through.

De Ruvigny's Roll of Honour, 1914-1924
In the early days of war, the Marquis de Ruvigny started a roll of honour giving biographical details, and portraits, of those who died. Sadly the scale of the losses in 1916 and 1917 overwhelmed him and the project couldn't be completed. But there are 25,000 entries - including 7000 accompanied by photos - all available online.

Ireland, Casualties of WWI, 1914-1918
Do you have Irish ancestors? If so they may be honoured among the 49,000 Irish conscripts who served and died in the Great War. These records are works of art, originally published in 8 volumes and beautifully illustrated by eminent artists of the day, such as Harry Clarke. They're well worth researching for appearance alone.

FamilyRelatives.com:
Masses of records on this growing website, but they don’t have any census returns.  Have a look at this page to see what databases they have added including quite a lot of Irish and American records: http://www.familyrelatives.com/post_search.php
They have just added one million new army records from Wellington to General Gordon at Khartoum and also have the American civil War Army lists.

I am definitely thinking of treating myself to a £30 annual subscription to this site as a Christmas present to me.

Scotland’s People:
Scottish Catholic Marriage and Baptisms are now available to search on-line.

Welsh Wills:
190,000 Wills are available free on-line at the National Library of Wales atAberystwyth: http://www.llgc.org.uk

Historic maps of Ireland

At the Ordnance Survey Ireland website you can view current and historic maps of Ireland. It may take you a couple of minutes to figure out how it works, but once you have, you can switch almost instantly from a modern satellite map to one of several 19th century maps - still positioned on precisely the same point. If there's something similar available for Britain then I'd love to find it! http://ims0.osiemaps.ie/website/publicviewer/main.aspx
Nostalgia:
There are some very good cine films of Belle Vue from the 60s and 70s on You Tube.
Programme for 2009-10

9 December – Family Heirlooms and a Potato Pie Supper
13 January – Dr George Redmund – Surname Development and Distribution
10 February – Research Evening at Tameside Local Studies
10 March – Peter Park – For Better for Worse

14 April – Sid Calverton – The Lancashire Cotton Famine in Dialect
12 May – Mike Nevelle – The History of Your House
9 June – Sandra McLaren – An Irish Family’s Journey
14 July – Annual Visit TBA
Meetings are held in the Old Chapel schoolrooms, Old Road, Dukinfield, on the second Wednesday of each month (except August), starting at 7.00 pm. £1.50 for members and £2.00 for non members, tea and coffee on arrival. Please email me with any items for the newsletter: gayjoliver@aol.com 
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