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DUKINFIELD GROUP NEWS

November  2007
FAMILY HISTORY EVENT AT PORTLAND BASIN 3RD NOVEMBER 2007:
Once again I am thanking people for helping out at another event.  David Johnson cancelled at the last moment and Anita, Doris and Lillian all helped out at very short notice. We made a very creditable bookstall and display, and even made a bit of money.
LOCAL AND FAMILY HISTORY EVENT AT DUKINFIELD TOWN HALL 3RD OCTOBER:
For everyone who couldn’t attend or if you want to try and spot a few familiar faces, I have added lots of photographs to the Local History Forum’s website:  www.tamesidehistoryforum.org.uk/events.htm
FUTURE EVENTS:
1) FHSC – Northwich Family History Fair 23RD February 2008.
2) Stockport Family History Fair Sunday 6th April 2008 at Stockport Town Hall

TOMBOLA:

Please can everyone think of saving anything suitable for our tombola at Northwich.  Maybe anything unused from Christmas?  If you can bring them to our January meeting and I will take them to Anderton in time for the fair on 23rd of February

THE ELLEN BARNES SERIES OF LECTURES:

Ellen Barnes was the daughter of John and Emma Cheetham of Eastwood House, Stalybridge.  She left money in her Will for a series of Winter Lectures and these have continued since 1925.  For the latest series please visit our Forum’s website:
http://www.tamesidehistoryforum.org.uk/barnes2007.htm
FFHS JOINS FORCES WITH FINDMYPAST.COM


You may remember that I was a little concerned last month about the merger of Family History On-line with Findmypast.  I have been assured that the Federation of Family History Societies views this co-operation as advantageous for both parties.  It is hoped that this way at least twice as many visitors will access the FHOL databases and raise more money for societies and that Family History Societies will retain copyright on their own sources and projects previously hosted at FHOL.
CHESHIRE LOOK-UP EXCHANGE:
For anyone who doesn't know what it's all about, it is an ever-growing list of volunteers who have resources in their possession and who are willing to do "look-ups".  Plus there are numerous links to on-line searchable resources, mostly for Cheshire in particular.  Why not take a look?  Please take time to read the instructions if this is your first visit.  You will find the Cheshire Look Up page at:

http://mysite.orange.co.uk/cheshirelookup
HULME AND ECCLES MAPS WEBSITE:

There are some really excellent maps on this website including three which show the development of the Manchester Registration districts, the earliest parish boundaries in greater Manchester, and the growth and development of Manchester.  There is also a history in maps of Hulme and Eccles.  This website belongs to Harry King in San Diego and is really good

http://www-rohan.sdsu.edu/faculty/hking/map_projects/map_projects.htm
GUARDIAN AND OBSERVER NEWSPAPERS NOW INDEXED AND SEARCHABLE ON-LINE:

These newspapers are now indexed and available online at http://guardian.co.uk/archive

There is a daily/3 day/monthly unlimited access arrangement according to fees paid. There seems to be a 24 hour free trial and for November, fees are halved.

Timed pass Price 50% discount until November 30 2007 
24 hours       £7.95      £3.97 
Three days £14.95       £7.47 
One month £49.95      £24.97 

This is really exciting, because the Guardian newspaper started out life in 1821 as the Manchester Guardian.  At the time the status quo was still recovering from Peterloo and there were four establishment newspapers circulating around Manchester.  In 1821 a group of non-conformist industrialists got together to launch the Manchester Guardian, initially as a weekly newspaper, then twice weekly and daily by 1851.  This was the main newspaper recording important Tameside events until the Reporter started production in 1855
This archive will eventually contain the digital reproduction of every page, article and advert published in the Guardian (since 1821) and the Observer (since 1791 – the oldest Sunday paper in the world). For this launch the archive covers the period of 1821-1975 for the Guardian and 1900-1975 for the Observer as they are still working on digitising the remaining material. From early 2008 onwards the entire archive up to 2003 will be available – more than 1.2m pages covering all major historic events over 212 years as reported at the time.
LANCASHIRE PARISH REGISTER SOCIETIES:
The Lancashire Parish Register Society now has an additional 21 volumes available on CD. These are not new transcripts, but are ones previously published as books or on microfiche. For more details see: 
http://www.genuki.org.uk/big/eng/LAN/lprs/ 
THINK TANK DAY AT ALDERLEY EDGE 10TH NOVEMBER
I attended with Doris on Saturday. This event was very poorly attended.  It is hoped that as many of the ideas will be implemented over the next twelve months, but others have financial implications and will require approval at the Society’s AGM next October. The majority of ideas involve identifying good practice, changes to the constitution and the development of our website and other IT resources.
NEXT MONTH:
Kat Booth will be coming to talk about how she gathered together all her information so that by now she can almost recreate a Virtual Snapshot of Millbrook through the ages.  She will also be talking about make do and mend Christmas festivities.  Can everyone please search through their archives for anything they can find relating to wartime or even early 40s and 50s childhood?  We are also hoping to have a few nostalgic things to eat and drink to bring back all those memories.
PROGRAMME 2007/2008
· 12 December 2007 - Kate Booth - "One Place Study" plus "Wartime Xmas Festivities" 

· 9 January 2008 - Alan Arrowsmith - "Denton and Hatting" 

· 13 February 2008 - "Maps Workshop at Tameside Local Studies Library" 

· 12 March 2008 - Alan Hayhurst - "Lady Killers" 

· 9 April 2008 - Peter Park - "Parish Registers" 

· 14 May 2008 - "Open Forum" 

· 11 June 2008 - "Afternoon visit for a Concert and Guided Tour of Chetham's Library" 

· 9 July 2008 - Jan Craig "Palaeography" 

For more information visit our website:

www.fhsc.org.uk/fhsc/dukinfield.htm
Meetings are held in the Old Chapel schoolrooms, Old Road, Dukinfield, on the second Wednesday of each month (except August), starting at 7.00 pm. Tea/coffee and biscuits are provided, and a £1 donation is requested. Please email me with any items for the newsletter: gayjoliver@aol.com
