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TAMESIDE GROUP NEWSLETTER

MAY 2017
Sorry this is late this month has been a very busy gardening month and up until yesterday I had very little news to share.

Our next meeting will be Wednesday 14th June when I will be talking about researching Irish Family History. Twenty years ago when I started researching my father’s Irish Family, there was virtually nothing online.  I had to visit the Mormon Family History Centre at Patterdale Road and to search through the Marriage Microfilms quarter by quarter over a ten year period for my great grandparent’s marriage certificate. I found out he was a Sergeant Quartermaster in the Royal Irish Fusiliers.  He had left the army before 1900, so no Army Records online then.  I had to go to the National Archives and search through large boxes of paper records..  
If anyone came to our help desk who wanted to research their Irish Ancestry had to tell them it was virtually impossible, but now things are changing very much for the better.  I’ll be detailing some of the sources now available and where you can get help.
Old Chapel Schoolrooms – doors open from 7.00pm to start at 7.30pm  

Mossley Civic Society River and Canal Stroll – Tuesday 13th June
Dyllis Wolinski
Secretary Mossley Civic Society


Mossley Civic Society are following their recent very successful talk about the founding of The Heritage Centre with a different kind of activity.

On Tuesday June 13th, Martin Clark will lead a stroll by the river and canal in Mossley, looking at aspects of the growth and history of Mossley, particularly at how water has influenced the development of the town.

"We will meet at 2pm by the river bridge at the junction of Two Mills Lane and Waggon Road" said Martin."There is parking space  at end of Two Mills Lane / at bottom of Queen Street. Sturdy footwear and appropriate clothing are advised. The route is unfortunately not suitable for wheelchairs. The walk will take approximately 90 minutes and will finish at the Heritage Centre / Emmaus Mossley where there is a café and toilets.  There is no charge for this walk".

"We hope that people will join us on this walk through attractive scenery to find out more about the story of our town. The river and canal have helped shape the town and its industry. We will see how canal locks work, hear about Mossley's water-powered mills and learn about two bygone railways," said a Mossley Civic Society volunteer.

"We are looking forward to people joining us for this walk. They will have the opportunity to stop for a drink afterwards at Emmaus and take a tour of the Heritage Centre."
Dig Greater Manchester Archaeology Festival 2017

Venue: Fairfield Moravian Settlement, Droylsden Tameside M43 6AD (All parking At Fairfield High School, Fairfield Avenue M43 6ED Thanks)

Date & Time: Saturday 24 June 2017 12noon - 5pm

The Settlement was built in 1785 and its buildings and cobbled streets remain largely unchanged today.

We are offering:

Walk 1 - Maximum 20 places at 2pm This will be around the original border of the site looking at what the pre-industrial landscape would have been like when Manchester was a small, distant village.

Walk 2 - Maximum 20 places at 3.15pm Tour round Settlement taking in its history and changes (Please book these walks with Eventbrite details to follow shortly)

Settlement Museum click to download the latest museum leaflet.
Exhibition - About Tameside's Local Archaeology and History will be in the settlement’s main hall. 
Kate Booth will be arranging a display about the Boer War Memorial currently encased in the basement of Stalybridge Library and Art Gallery.  No-one knows how it got there and even eight Mercian Soldiers who turned up one day failed to remove it. 
I will be charting the family histories of several of the more famous people buried in Dukinfield Old Chapel graveyard. These include:

· John Armitage who went to Brazil to form part of the legislature there and wrote the History of Brazil. 
· Some of the Dukinfield Family members who became involved in the Slave Trade.
· Kate Bradbury an Egyptologist who worked with Flinders Petrie,
· The Beatrix Potter connection,

· Links to William Gaskell, 

· The Stanley Family’s involvement with the Prophet\Charlatan John Wroe and Early Islam in this country
· The Cheetham Family – Millowners and Philanthropists

There will be many other stalls available – more as I get to know. Light Refreshments available
BLAST!

Events to commemorate 100 years since the munitions explosion that occurred on June 13th 1917 in Ashton-under-Lyne. The following copied from Martin Clark’s website: http://www.ashton-under-lyne.com/history/explosion.htm

During the First World War, Ashton was rocked by a huge explosion in a local ammunition factory.
On June 13th 1917, the explosion occurred at the factory of Hooley Hill Rubber and Chemical Works on William Street in Ashton's West End. The factory was producing TNT for bombs. Forty-three people lost their lives in the explosion and hundreds more were injured.
The explosion took place at 4.20 pm when many schoolchildren were on their way home. One of those who died was a child swimming when glass in the roof of the Swimming Baths was blown in.
The blast blew out windows as far away as Dukinfield and Hurst. Over a hundred people were made homeless.
Hundreds of people living near the works were made temporarily homeless and were accommodated in nearby schools.
Inside St Peter's Primary School is a brass plaque commemorating the seven pupils from that school who died in the explosion while on their way home from school.
A sculpture in memory of all those who died in the explosion has been erected in Henry Square, near the old swimming baths. it is a stainless steel work by sculptor Paul Margett.

Tuesday 13th June 2017 at 4:20 St Peter's children will be performing a song cycle in Ashton Town centre (at the market) to mark exactly 100 years since the tragic event

Thursday 22nd June at 6:30 St Peter's Church will be hosting an evening where the children from St Peter's school will perform the song cycle - with all donations given to The Royal British Legion

Wednesday 19th July & Thursday 20th July at 6:00 St Peter's Year 6 children's end-of-year production'BLAST!', (a musical written by the children) to be held at St Peter's CE Primary School -tickets available from the school - £3.00 each.
Borrowed from our Bramhall Group Newsletter – with thanks to Ian Cameron:
We have started using this reminder to bring events to your attention which we think you might be interested in. At 10.09 on Sunday 4th June 1967, a British Midlands Airways Argonaut coming into Manchester Airport slammed into a small open area by Hopes Carr in the middle of Stockport, killing 72 of the 84 on board.  It remains the third worst aviation disaster ever on English soil, and the Wikipedia entry makes very interesting reading.  From 2nd June to 11th July there is an exhibition, Six Miles From Home, to mark the 50th anniversary of the Stockport Air Disaster at the Stockport War Memorial Art Gallery, opposite the Town Hall.  It’s free, and it is open Tues. to Fri. 1pm to 5pm; Sat. 10am to 5pm; and Sun. 11am to 5pm.
Registering with our Website and opting to receive these newsletters
Many of our regular visitors are still not registering with our website and may not get this newsletter in future
You don’t need to become a member of our society to have some advantages of

registering with the site.  As a registered website member, you can add the surnames you are researching in Cheshire and search our database. You can also chose to receive newsletters from any of our groups and be able to attend meetings and our research centres at visitors rates. Visit our new website at: https://www.fhsc.org.uk  click on MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS and then WEBSITE USER.
Once you have registered you can go to any of our group pages and choose to follow those groups.  This will mean you can also receive these newsletters from and other areas of Cheshire you are interested in.  Please note that if you decide to become a Registered User and not a full member, you must go to our Tameside Page and click to add yourself to our group to continue to receive this newsletter.

Now is actually a good time to become a fully paid up member because your will get 14 months membership for the price of twelve months extended to 30 June 2018.

Can I please encourage members to visit our surnames page and add any surnames you are researching.  We need to build on this database. Click on My Membership to find the surnames links.  Also whilst you are in the my membership menu have a look at what else is there such as exchange journals with other societies in England, Canada and Australia where we have arranged to share our journals – these are freely available to members.  There are also six years back copies of the Cheshire Ancestor to download.  These are very good benefits of joining.  You can join for as little as £13 per annum if you opt for Electronic copies of our Magazine or £18 for printed copies.  Click on Membership Options
DON’T FORGET THAT BOTH FINDMYPAST AND ANCESTRY.COM ARE AVAILABLE TO USE FOR FREE AT TAMESIDE LOCAL STUDIES AND ARCHVES LIBRARY and that we have volunteers there helping people on the first and third Tuesday afternoons each month.

Programme 2017

June 14 – Irish Family History – Gay Oliver

July - Trip

August – no meeting

September 13 – AGM plus Dating Old Photographs

October 11 – Research Evening

November 8 – TBA

December 13 – Christmas Social

I have a couple of ideas waiting to be confirmed to fill the gaps and will let people know as I confirm dates.

Gay Oliver: gayjoliver@gmail.com  5 June 2017
