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DUKINFIELD GROUP NEWS

May 2009
Guided Tour around Manchester Town Hall:

I have finally been able to arrange our trip to Manchester Town Hall in July.  This is instead of our usual Wednesday evening meeting.  This will be on Thursday afternoon 23rd July between 2.00-3.30pm meeting at Manchester Tourist Information centre at St Peter’s Square. There are about half a dozen places left so please add your name to the list if you are interested.  It will probably cost us about £4 or £5 each.  This is a fine gothic working town hall and is well worth the visit.  Please add your name to the list or email me at gayjoliver@aol.com.  Strictly first come first served.
History Alive - Tameside:

Tameside Local History Forum brings together all matters relating to History and Heritage in Tameside and now has 30 member groups including, Historical, Family History and Civic Societies, Museums, Galleries, Canal and Countryside Groups. The latest edition of their annual glossy magazine History Alive – Tameside, is available at Tameside Local Studies and Archives Centre or is free to download at www.tamesidehistoryforum.org.uk/hat.htm
Seafaring Ancestors at Find my Past:

The lives of our seafaring ancestors often remain a mystery. But if your relative worked on a British merchant ship between 1863 and 1913, the crew lists may hold a clue. Findmypast.com, has just added indexes to over 30,000 separate crew lists for the period 1863 to 1913, which list over 270,000 British merchant-ships’ personnel.  This list is not complete, but is a good starting point.
1911 Census for England is now complete – but are you missing a female relative in 1911?  If so, she might have been on of the thousands of women who boycotted the census. Even those who were not members of the militant suffragist organisations rallied to the call of the Women's Freedom League, 'NO VOTE - NO CENSUS'. Many women spent the night of the census in the open air rather than be counted in their own homes or congregated in all-women households. One women's college remained open all night for any of its students who chose to stay there. Although it was illegal to refuse to fill in the census form, the Government chose to be lenient because of the sheer number of women who had not been included.
Genes Reunited up for Sale:
ITV, the UK's first and biggest commercial television channel recently announced plans to sell Friends Reunited and Genes Reunited, which were bought in 2005 for a sum in excess of £120m. According to the May 2009 edition of Your Family Tree the asking price this time is just £50m, although I suspect this reflects the decline in the fortunes of Friends Reunited - which last year was forced to abolish subscriptions altogether - rather than those of Genes Reunited, which now has almost 10m members.

Next Month:
Jan Dawson will be coming to talk about two hundred years of the history of food and diet including rationing, army rations, fish and chips and much more.

Programme 2008/2009:
· 10 June -  Jan Dawson – “The Food our Ancestors Ate”
· 23 July – Blue Badge Guided Tour of Manchester Town Hall 2.00-3.00pm
I’ve prepared a sheet with suggestions for our next year’s programme.  Can people please tick their favourites.  Of course, it will depend on being able to book the speakers

Meetings are held in the Old Chapel schoolrooms, Old Road, Dukinfield, on the second Wednesday of each month (except August), starting at 7.00 pm. A donation is requested and refreshments are provided. Please email me with any items for the newsletter: gayjoliver@aol.com 
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