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DUKINFIELD GROUP NEWS

             May 2007
Cheshire BMD

There has been another tremendous effort over the last couple of months with the following up-dates:

Births: 67,088 added for the combined Tameside Registers 1991-2007;
Marriages: 56 for Gee Cross (Hyde), Holy Trinity (2003-2005); 1,350 for Tintwistle, Christ Church (1839-1949); 124 for Fairfield, Moravian Church (1998-2007)
Deaths: All Stayley deaths entries have been replaced to add in the age at death values.  All Mottram in Longdendale deaths entries have been replaced to add in the age at death values. 20,430 for Audenshaw (1837-1901); 11,985 for Hyde (1853-1878).
Very many thanks to Bob Kirk and his team.
NWGFHS Annual Conference:  ‘There are still places left’
On 12 May 2007, the Family History Society of Cheshire will be hosting the annual conference of the North West Group of Family History Societies (NWGFHS). This year the theme is ‘Working Lives’ and we have been fortunate in booking four leading speakers. All family historians are invited to this conference with the FHSC. Details of the conference, a booking form and directions to Northwich Memorial Hall can be found on the Family History Society of Cheshire’s webpage: www.fhsc.org.uk  Bookings can be made by cheque or by credit card and options are available for conference and refreshments only or to include lunch. Lunches can also be obtained separately in the restaurant at the Memorial Hall or locally in the nearby Northwich town centre. 
Tameside Local History Forum: ‘Keep your eyes on the web page, since this date is very likely to change’
The Forum has provisionally booked the 6th October for our Local and Family History Fair at Stalybridge Market Hall.  The first event of this kind, which took place in November had very positive feedback, and this year we should have much longer to plan and get things even better.  Up-to-date information will continue to be added to the Forum’s website:   www.tamesidehistoryforum.org.uk
History Alive – Tameside Issue 2 2007 - Tameside Local History Forum’s annual magazine.  
Last year’s first issue was a great success.  The editorial team worked very hard again this year and if anything, this year’s contributions seem to be of a higher standard. I have some issues to give out at the meeting, but if we run out there are other copies available on a ‘first come first served’ basis at Tameside Local Studies Library.  They are free, so please hurry to pick up a copy since they went like hot cakes last year.

Castle Hall, Stalybridge "A reeght good bit of nostalgia" - fabulous website, with many, many photographs, brass band music and stories and poems about this fond remembered area of Stalybridge.  http://uk.geocities.com/castle.hall@btinternet.com/ 
Mapping Victorian Cheshire: Cheshire's Tithe Maps Online
Funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, this ground-breaking project has digitised all Cheshire’s tithe maps and will make them available online at the end of June 2007. You will be able to compare maps with aerial photographs and Ordnance Survey maps, find out who owned or occupied the land in your area or search by personal name or place name. http://www.cheshire.gov.uk/Recordoffice/whatsnew/tithemapsonline.htm
THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES ANNOUNCES ITS PARTNER IN DIGITISING THE 1911 CENSUS

The National Archives has announced that Scotland Online will partner the UK government’s official archive in the forthcoming project to put the 1911 census for England and Wales online.  

Scotland Online was established in 1995, and is one of the UK’s leading Internet business solutions providers. In 2002, in partnership with the General Register Office for Scotland (GROS), Scotland Online established what is now one of the world’s leading genealogy websites Scotland’s People www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk.

The 1911 census (document references RG14 and RG78) is huge - it currently occupies 2 kilometres of shelving at The National Archives.  Comprising over eight million householder schedules and a further 38,000 enumerators’ summary books, it details information relating to approximately 35 million people then living in England and Wales.  

Once digitised the census will take up an equally large ½ a petabyte of computer memory or, physically, 800 data tapes. The digital scanning alone in preparation for digitisation will create 18 million images - 14 times the number of images created in advance of the 1901 census being launched online in 2002.  

From 2009 there will be a phased release of the information in the 1911 census starting with the major conurbations. This will include images and transcription data, but with sensitive data redacted in line with the
Information Commissioner’s recent ruling.  From 3 January 2012 the public will have full access to the entire 1911 census, including the information not accessible in 2009. Researchers anywhere in the world will be able to search across the fields of the census by name, address or The National Archives reference, and download high-resolution digital images.

For more information on this and the status of the 1911 census for Scotland and Ireland see the April edition of FFHS Ezine - due next week. To subscribe to the Federation of Family History Society’s new Ezine visit www.ffhs.org.uk/ezine/subscribe.php
Rest in Peace: www.old-maps.co.uk – sadly have now started charging a massive £19.99 for their maps, even for a PDF version.  They have also disabled ‘right click’ to stop people saving free copies. Apparently it is now impossible to print screen using Internet Explorer 7 and AOL as web browsers.  I believe it is still possible using Firefox as your browser.  This was one of the most useful websites to use as a gazetteer to find out where your ancestors came from.  The only alternative is to use the OS first series of maps published at British History on-line: http://www.british-history.ac.uk/ These are available on a county by county basis, each county split up into a grid system of squares, but the accompanying gazetteer is far less user friendly.
Electronic Petition to Mandate the local indexing of BMD Registers
You are already aware of the fantastic work under the UKBMD umbrella.

An electronic petition on 10 Downing Street has been raised by John Fairlie, project co-ordinator for BathBMD to get support to mandate other areas to do the same.  Please sign the petition by clicking on this link. There were 665 signatures 9th May.  We need many more by January 2008.

http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/LocalBMDIndexing/

Please also tell your friends, colleagues, family etc., and ask them if they too will sign the petition.  It costs nothing to add your name and register your support.  You will however, need to be a UK citizen, or resident in the U.K, an expatriate, in an overseas territory, a Crown dependency or in the Armed Forces.  People abroad, and not in one of these categories, will not be able to sign.

PROGRAMME 2007:
· June13th  – “The Parish Chest” – Eileen Simpson
· July 11th – “Ashton Old Town” – guided walk by Roy Parks
Meetings are held at the Old Chapel schoolroom, Old Road, Dukinfield, on the second Wednesday of each month (except August), starting at 7.00 pm. Tea/coffee, and biscuits are provided, and a £1 donation per person is requested. If you have any news or queries to put into the newsletter, please contact Gay Oliver by e-mail at: gayjoliver@aol.com
