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TAMESIDE GROUP NEWSLETTER

March 2016
Hidden Treasure of Tameside and Family History Detectives
A new partnership initiative between our Local Studies Library and our team of helpers in the Library.  Everything worked really well yesterday and it brought more people to our help desk and to the library in general.  Now that my classes are ending I feel this success will continue to build.  Thanks to Maureen for yesterday we were certainly kept busy.  I was particularly pleased that a young lady was accompanied by her carer, a pleasure for us and well done to her carer to foster this interest. We will be having another such day in April.
Other Local Events
Saturday is the official opening of the old Baths Building in Ashton.  Henry Square at 7.30pm.  It will be accompanied by Lights, Music and 200 dancers from various local dance schools, demonstrating the history of the building in dance.  Everyone is welcome.

Allan Arrowsmith “Denton Then and Now”
I want to express a personal thanks to Allan for his very entertaining and well researched presentation to our group.  Many people have told me how much they enjoyed his talk.

I am attaching a copy of a poster he has sent me of Denton Local History Society’s Spring Exhibition on Saturday and Sunday the 16th and 17th  April called ‘Denton and Haughton Revisited’.  Free Admission and light refreshments available.

Our New Society Website is Nearing Completion

I have had a last minute cancellation for our April meeting and Tony Bostock will now be coming along in May.  The space freed will now give me the opportunity to demonstrate our new website.  The website will have benefits for both members and non members.  The site will be more interactive and eventually will make it much easier to join and buy things directly on-line, to add your research surnames and for members an exclusive section about the benefits available.
Reprieve for Family Tree Maker
Ancestry made the following announcement to users of Family Tree Maker™ in early February 2016

Since our Family Tree Maker announcement last December, we have continued to actively explore ways to develop and support Family Tree Maker and ensure you have choices to preserve your work in ways that matter to you. Today, we are pleased to announce two options for desktop software that will work with Ancestry.
 MacKiev

Software MacKiev, with whom we have a long-standing relationship, is acquiring the Family Tree Maker software line as publisher for both Mac and Windows versions. Software MacKiev has been the developer of Family Tree Maker for Mac for more than six years and is thrilled at the opportunity to publish future versions of Family Tree Maker for Mac and Windows.

This new agreement means you will receive software updates and new versions from Software MacKiev, and have the ability to purchase new versions of Family Tree Maker from Software MacKiev as they are released. You will have continued access to Ancestry Hints, Ancestry searches, and be able to save your tree on Ancestry with Family Tree Maker moving forward.

RootsMagic

We have made an agreement with RootsMagic, a leading genealogy desktop software program publisher, to connect Ancestry with the RootsMagic software by the end of 2016. With this new relationship, RootsMagic can serve as your desktop family tree software, while having access to Ancestry hints, Ancestry searches, and the ability to save your tree on Ancestry.

We have heard your concerns and are working to provide the solutions you requested. These new agreements will make it possible to preserve your work on Ancestry and Family Tree Maker and enable future features and benefits to help you discover your family history. Be assured that Ancestry, in cooperation with Software MacKiev and RootsMagic, will continue to support you as you discover your family history. 
We ask for your patience as we work diligently through all the details to make these solutions available. You can find additional details about these Family Tree Maker partnerships on our blog. We also encourage you to continue to check back on our blog for future updates in the coming months.
New Collections at Ancestry the main new collection since my last newsletter is a whole set of Parish registers for the Isle of Man. Keep an eye on their latest additions page for more: http://www.ancestry.co.uk/cs/recent-collections
Find My Past
Has been extremely busy in launching new collections and continues to add records each and every Friday. https://blog.findmypast.co.uk/fridays/
From the 16th February the 1939 register became part of the main subscription rates for FindMyPast.  Subscriptions rose by 20% but did not increase for existing customers.  There have been lots of complaints about poor transcriptions etc., but I would really love to hear about successes.  They continue to work through death indexes and unredact entries, so worth checking again. From now until the end of march you can get 20% off by visiting. http://www.findmypast.co.uk/1939register
From the beginning of March they have added indexes to their Collection of Irish Catholic Registers these will remain free forever.
Programme for 2015 - 2016:

April 13–  Demonstration of our New Website – Gay Oliver
May 11 – Tony Bostock “My Genealogical Journey”.
June 8 – Gordon Adshead – “My Stalybridge Adsheads and how a One-Named Study Helped”.
July – visit Stockport Hatworks? 

August 10 - Possibly our Local History Group about their research project: Cockbrook.
Gay Oliver: gayjoliver@gmail.com  16 March 2016
