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DUKINFIELD GROUP NEWS

March 2008
CHESHIRE BMD Up-Date:

Deaths for Tameside are now complete for at least 100 years to 1837 with several sub registration districts now complete up until the 1960s.  Here is the full list of progress on death registrations:
· Ashton Town 1837-1937 
· Audenshaw 1837-1937 

· Denton 1837-1937* 

· Dukinfield (1) 1837-1897* 

· Dukinfield (2) 1907-1969* 

· Hartshead 1837-1897* 
· Hyde 1837-1937 

· Knott Lanes 1837-1911* 
· Lees 1911-1927* 
· Mossley 1897-1961* 
· Mottram 1837-1937 

· Newton & Godley 1837-1937* 

· Staley 1837-1882* 

· Stalybridge 1897-1969* 

· Tameside 1991-2006
* This is the date these sub-registration districts ceased to exist.

UKBMD Up-grades:

This website has recently undergone an upgrade, which is functional as well as cosmetic. The ability to include the full forename instead of just initial has been formalised and now includes a second forename search, example JOHN STRONGITHARM STANLEY, you can now put only STRONGITHARM in the forename field and the resultant search brings up JOHN STRONGITHARM STANLEY.  The search results screen has now changed to reflect the same format and colour theme as the UKBMD multisearch screen. Whereas before you could click on the reference number in the top right hand box to take you to a partially completed application form, there is now an intermediate summary screen where you can continue to add likely candidates and then print off application forms at the end of your session.
Ancestry: 
Ancestry has now released the First World War medal cards.  These are a series of 5.5 million cards held at the National Archives and previously available to download via Documents on-line on TNA website.  There was often further information on the back of these cards which had not been filmed by TNA.  These are now available on Ancestry, although quite a few people may be disappointed that the backs of the cards are blank.  I was also disappointed to find that granddads certificate was missing even though I had previously download this from TNA, but have since found out that currently there are only 2.1 million cards searchable as yet.
Familysearch.com:

Are now beta testing the results of their recent filmings.  It has been known for some time that Cheshire is poorly covered on the IGI due to past theological differences between the Mormons and the then Bishop of Chester.  The LDS Church has been indexing some of these missing Cheshire records and making them available for testing through a new facility.  It is not known in what format these will eventually make it on-line. Don’t expect too much to be on there just yet since this is a very new project and the indexing and searching is still very imperfect.  I hope this improves in time for the final product.  There are not many Cheshire churches covered yet and each church seems incomplete, but I have been lucky and found a lot of marriages at Castle Hall, Holy Trinity, Stalybridge and at Dukinfield St Johns.  There doesn’t seem to be a coverage page anywhere (which would be useful), but I have found partial results from Marple, Buglawton, Prestbury, Congleton, Heswall, Birkenhead, Hooton and Eastham
In conclusion at the moment it only has partial Cheshire Parish Registers 1838-1907 (in other words over 100 years old) and Cheshire Electoral Registers 1842-1900.  Cheshire is the first county to trial this. Go to http://labs.familysearch.org/ When you open up this page, go down to Record Search and click on that.  You will have to register by just giving your email address, it's that simple.  I haven’t managed to scroll round the page after I have clicked on the camera icon to show the original image and it doesn’t seem to tell you when it’s downloaded, but you can save it to your computer and view it later and it is there. 

National Archives News:
Search War Diaries online:
Discover what your First World War ancestor's army unit actually did? 

War Diaries are official daily accounts kept by individual units. They give reports on operations, intelligence summaries and other material. 

They can help you piece together your ancestor's life in the army in the First World War. Searching is free and you only pay for downloads.
Message on the Manchester FHS Mailing List this week:
In addition to the Manchester water damaged section of the 1851 census, there is also a list on the Find my Past website of missing pieces from the1861 at:                  http://www.findmypast.com/resources/census/missingpieces.jsp
New Project:

Doris Prince has already started collecting school photos.  Eventually she hopes to collect and scan as many photographs for as many schools in Tameside as possible, especially if people can remember names. It is hoped that eventually these will add to Tameside Libraries Image Archive.  Eventually we may have a day in the Archives library where people can bring there photos in to be scanned, but in the meantime, could people bring them in to our meetings to be returned later or email scanned copies, (preferably in jpeg format at a reasonable resolution of say 300 dpi) to: janianprince@yahoo.co.uk  Or speak to Doris at our meetings.
FUTURE EVENTS:
1) Stockport Family History Fair Sunday 6th April 2008 at Stockport Town Hall

NEXT MONTH:
Peter Park is a national speaker with a huge portfolio of talks.  People who have heard his talks before will vouch for his exceptional knowledge of his subject and intelligent delivery.  You could also begin to think about our Open Forum in May, where you can help to plan our next year’s programme.
PROGRAMME 2007/2008
· 9 April 2008 - Peter Park - "Parish Registers" 

· 14 May 2008 - "Open Forum" 

· 11 June 2008 - "Afternoon visit for a Concert and Tour of Chetham's Library" 

· 9 July 2008 - Jan Craig - "Palaeography" 
www.fhsc.org.uk/fhsc/dukinfield.htm
Meetings are held in the Old Chapel schoolrooms, Old Road, Dukinfield, on the second Wednesday of each month (except August), starting at 7.00 pm. A £1 donation is requested and refreshments are provided. Please email me with any items for the newsletter: gayjoliver@aol.com [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
