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DUKINFIELD GROUP NEWS

June 2009
Half Price Ancestry Offer!!

This is bad news for existing members of Ancestry and just our tough luck! But to attract new subscribers, in this fortnight’s edition of WEBUSER magazine there is a half price offer for a year’s membership on all their packages, their seem to be no strings attached except that their offer closes on 30th June:

www.ancestry.co.uk/wu
They have also proudly announced their new website navigation, which (groan!!) still doesn’t address most peoples’ extreme dislike of their new search screen and that the opportunity to switch to their old search experience seems even more difficult to find.

Find My Past:
Have just added the 1851 and 1901 Census for Lancashire in addition to seven other counties on the 1901, Warwickshire, Cheshire, Nottinghamshire, Lincolnshire, Derbyshire, Leicestershire and Rutland.  They claim that their census databases 1841-1911 should be complete by the end of the year, but this seems a bit optimistic to me.  At the moment, I am still sticking with Ancestry, but when their 1911 census becomes part of their overall subscription package next year, I think I will seriously have to consider changing over.  It’s the lack of counties on the 1851 which is stopping me at present, because this is the first one to give an identifiable place of birth.  Also just added today is the 1911 Census for Wales with 2.4 million names at 1911census.co.uk
The Irish National Archives:
A further five counties have been added to the National Archives of Ireland's 1911 census website. Returns for Cork, Donegal, Wexford, King's County and Galway can now be searched online. Antrim, Down, Dublin and Kerry were released last year.  These are free – please visit their website to check on progress:  http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie
Next Month:
Last chance to put your name down for our tour of Manchester Town Hall

This will be on Thursday afternoon 23rd July between 2.00-3.30pm meeting at Manchester Tourist Information centre at St Peter’s Square. There are a couple places left so please add your name to the list if you are interested.  It will probably cost us about £4 or £5 each.  This is a fine gothic working town hall and is well worth the visit.  Please email me to add your name to the list gayjoliver@aol.com.  Strictly first come first served.

Programme 2008/2009:
· 23 July – Blue Badge Guided Tour of Manchester Town Hall 2.00-3.00pm
· 9 September – AGM and a live presentation of on-line newspaper archives

Regarding our programme for next year – I should have more information shortly, some people have responded and it’s just a question of working out which date, and others either haven’t got back to me yet and one or two others I haven’t tried yet.
Regarding our AGM – we are desperate for new people to come forward to volunteer to join our committee – new people have new ideas.  I’ve been doing this job for a while now and it would be interesting to have new people coming forward, perhaps with ideas of attracting younger members or other services we could offer.  Please think about this and have a chat with either myself or Doris, Pat or Anita.  We are a very friendly and informal team.
Meetings are held in the Old Chapel schoolrooms, Old Road, Dukinfield, on the second Wednesday of each month (except August), starting at 7.00 pm. £1.50 for members and £2.00 for non members, tea and coffee on arrival. Please email me with any items for the newsletter: gayjoliver@aol.com 
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