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DUKINFIELD GROUP NEWSLETTER

July 2011
Tonight is our last meeting until our AGM in September

I hope by then to have our CD Loan library back again with a couple of new additions and I hope that current members of our Committee are willing to stand again. But, I am now putting out a plea for new volunteers. In about three weeks time I will become a first-time grandmother, and so will have less time to devote to family history.  I am going to need more help!!
Over the summer I am hoping to refine a set of research guides for members on our society website: fhsc.org.uk.  You won’t be able to see them unless you are a member and log in.  If you’re having problems logging in, there are instructions on our main page.  If you are still having problems, please write to webmaster@fhsc.org.uk and our chairman, Alan Bennett, or I will offer further help.  I am also designing a new Beginner’s corner.

Over the summer, I will also continue to up-date the following websites, so keep an eye open for the latest up-dates:

tamesidefamilyhistory.co.uk

www.tamesidefamilyhistoryforum.org.uk
fhsc.org.uk

ashtongrammar.co.uk

http://fhscheshire.ourtoolbar.com/
You can also chose to follow us on Twitter:
Family History Society of Cheshire twitter.com/FHSofCheshire
Tameside History Forum: twitter.com/TamesideHistory

Or on Facebook:
Family History Society of Cheshire:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/FHSC/159041197459865
Tameside History Forum:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tameside-History-Forum/173634579331527
We will also continue to be at Tameside Local Studies and Archives Centre on the first and third Tuesdays of each month between 2.00pm-4.00pm for new beginners and people who are stuck!!
Watch out for the New Series of Who Do You Think You Are – ten new celebrities revealed: Richard Madeley, Tracey Emin, June Brown, JK Rowling, Alan Carr, Emilia Fox, Len Goodman, Larry Lamb, Robin Gibb and Sebastian Coe. And, one of them has a Tameside connection – I pretty much know which, but am not allowed to say.
Who Do You Think You Are magazine:
My Tameside Family History website was mentioned in the June issue of the Who Do You Think You Are magazine. Jill Delsoldata has had her Reader's Story published for which she credits the website and the help she received from its forum, and also some pretty positive comments about Stalybridge. Thank you Jill. tamesidefamilyhistory.co.uk
Marriage Locator: http://www.marriage-locator.co.uk/
Anyone with ancestors who married within counties covered by the UKBMD project are often lucky enough to avoid paying £9.00 for a marriage certificate, by using the venue information and references to search the relevant church microfilm.

A new initiative by the Guild of One Named Studies is unlocking the code in the GRO indexes. Aimed at interpreting the Marriage Index created by the GRO, by using it you can determine where your ancestors were married not just the Registration District but the actual church. The full details of how they are cracking this code are explained on-line.

This only applies for Church of England marriages between 1837 and 1911. The project was started by volunteers in the East End of London, so this is the most complete area so far. Coverage of other areas will increase over time. 

Convict Records: http://www.convictrecords.com.au/
Indexed by volunteers at the State Library of Queensland, compiled from British Home Office HO11 Criminal and Convict Transportation Records.

Not all records of Transportation survive but this database contains over 123,000 out of the estimated 160,000 convicts transported to Australia. Covering 1787-1867, these include prisoners sent to New South Wales, Van Diemen’s Land (Tasmania), Moreton Bay (Brisbane), Port Phillip. Western Australia and Norfolk Island. Also recorded are some ships which were bound for Gibraltar and records of court-martialled soldiers sentenced to transportation convicted in British Colonies.

· Name of convict, including any known aliases

· Place of trial *

· Term of years

· Name of ship and date of departure

· Place of arrival

· Miscellaneous notes e.g. Died at sea; Ticket of Leave, etc

*The date of trial is recorded in the records and will be added over time. 
New Additions to Lancashire On-line Parish clerks
Marriages 1921 to 1933 from Stamford St Methodist New Connexion in the Parish of Ashton under Lyne.

Marriages 1919 to 1923 from Stamford St Wesleyan Methodist in the Parish of Ashton under Lyne.
Family Search: familysearch.org

Will soon be adding the Irish Tithe Applotment Books 1824–1840 Ireland, now 40% complete on FamilySearch indexing.

Yorkshire Parish Registers 1845–1930 coming soon to FamilySearch - indexing project completed, now final checks
Ancestry New Additions: ancestry.co.uk
· London Deanery Wills

· West Yorkshire Parish Registers

· Liverpool Parish Registers

· Dorset Parish Registers and Wills

Find My Past: findmypast.com
Have added the National Archives series WO96 of British Army Militia Records 1760-1915. The Militia was the forerunner of the Territorial Army.

They are planning to index Welsh Parish Registers and have started with Montgomeryshire.

The Life Tree - A Library of Lives
New free and simple to use site – The Life Tree – A Library of Lives, for life stories (autobiographies and biographies). For your story or those of parents/grandparents, photographs and video can also be added.

The intention of The Life Tree is to be a lasting repository of life stories for present and future generations to view; in order to build a real history of the lives and times of people.  
HMS Victory - not just the history of HMS Victory, but a snapshot of the Royal Navy at the time. www.hms-victory.com  
Programme for 2011-2012:
14 September 2011 - AGM.  After the business of the AGM, Adrian Brown will be demonstrating techniques involved in ‘Restoring Old Photographs’. Adrian has some excellent before and after results to show.

12 October 2011 – Mike Powell from Chethams Library in Manchester will be coming along to shed some light on one of their newest and major collections. The Leech Family from Ashton-under-Lyne and Urmston is one of Chetham's most remarkable collections. Over the last few years, members of the family have presented the Library with a large and diverse collection of personal and business memorabilia. The archive is a uniquely personal collection, dominated by an astonishing series of journals and diaries. It begins with a short journal written in 1815-16 and ends with diaries covering the second half of the twentieth century. There are almost 200 volumes in the collection compiled by over a dozen members of the family.
9 November 2011 – Sharon Hartas – ‘UKMFH/UKGDL’ following on from the success of Ian’s UKBMD, Sharon will be coming along to demonstrate her two major websites and how you can use them to add to your family history. UKMFH (UK Military Family History) and UKGDL (UK Genealogical Data and Lists).

14 December 2011 – Brian Hallsworth ‘In the Bleak Midwinter’ Christmas customs and traditions, with carols thrown in for good measure. Possibly with a potato pie supper (keep an eye on our website for more information nearer the time.

14 January 2012 “Blind John Metcalfe” of Knaresborough Famous Road Builder – Gay Oliver. Totally blind, he eloped with his wife, fought at Culloden, dealt in a little contraband and was the first famous road builder, predating Telford and Macadam.  He had strong family links with Hyde and Gee Cross.  The search entailed researching along the female line and researching the history of a house.

8 February – Effective Searching Workshop at Tameside local Studies and Archives Centre – a demonstration and practice of effective search techniques.

14 March – still to be arranged.

11 April - still to be arranged.

9 May – Paul Newman from Chester Record Office to demonstrate their Victorian Mapping Project.

13 June – Annual Trip Underground Manchester, Gorton Monastry or Victoria Baths.
11 July – still to be arranged.
Any changes or alterations to this programme will be posted on our Society website: fhsc.org.uk click on Groups and then Dukinfield.
Meetings are held in the Old Chapel schoolrooms, Old Road, Dukinfield, on the second Wednesday of each month (except August), starting at 7.00 pm. £1.50 for members and £2.00 for non members, tea and coffee on arrival.

Gay Oliver: gayjoliver@gmail.com  July 2011
