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DUKINFIELD GROUP NEWS

July 2008
CHESHIRE BMD Up-Date:

Nearly 12,000 new entries this month; these were up-loaded on 18th June:
 8,263 for Ashton Hospital, registers at Tameside (1961-1969) 
 3,874 for Ashton and Mossley, registers at Tameside (1961-1969)

GRO Registers:

You may remember that when the Family Records Centre closed in London and the GRO Ledgers were moved to The National Archives never to be touched by human hand again, that the Government assured family historians and the public that the indexes were being digitised.  The computerised indexes were supposed to be in place in time for the closure, but were having to be delayed until 2009.  Siemens was given the contract, but it has proved more difficult to implement and has now stalled half way through completion, with no indication of “what next”.  This had been billed as a quality product, but the GRO Indexes were never a really quality product in the first place and never were original sources and were full of omissions and potential errors.
Please read the following fact sheet on the Lancashire Family History and Heraldry Society website written by Tony Foster, who co-ordinates a large part of the Lancashire BMD Project, to read about all the omissions and opportunities for mistranscription: www.lfhhs.org.uk/help/factsh/lbmd.htm We are so lucky up here with our UKBMD Projects.
Stalybridge Police Cutlasses Coming Home:

Some of you may remember the set of 12 cutlasses which were displayed in a circle on the wall of the old town hall in Stalybridge.  Lots of people thought they had been lost in the creation of Tameside in 1974, but they have now been recovered from the stores at Portland Basin and Stalybridge District Assembly has arranged for them to be put on permanent display in Stalybridge Civic Hall.  These were used by the police locally to quell several riots and have a long if rather brutal history.  I’m being treated to a preview, but anyone else should be able to see them if they go along to one of the monthly antique fairs.
WEBSITES:  Two local websites worth checking out:

www.ashton-under-lyne.com  in particular Martin Clarke’s daily photo blog and
http://oldhyde.blogspot.com/ Gerald England’s page also includes a ‘daily photo’.
NEXT MONTH:
A very interesting addition to our AGM in September. Sandra McLlaren is going to tell us about her voyage of discovery which has taken her back to two generations before Domesday.  Sandra is the only person I know who has genuinely traced her family back this far.  She also has an interesting tale to tell, time permitting, about two members of the family who were transported as convicts and another about a Mormon branch who kept a diary of their journey to Salt Lake City.  Also put a date in your diary now for our annual Local and Family History Fair at Dukinfield Town Hall on the 4th October – again we will have live internet access.
PROGRAMME 2008/2009
·  10 September 2008  - AGM and Presentation by Sandra Mclaren “My Domesday Ancestors”
·   8 October 2008 – Ian Hartas – “Inside UKBDM”

·  12 November 2008  - Colin McInnes -  “Researching your Military Ancestors”

·  10 December 2008 -  Christmas Social, Quiz and Short Family History Stories
·  14 January 2009 – Christine Clough “Friends of Gorse Hall” 

·  February 2009 – Demonstration of the Most Popular Family History Websites at Dukinfield Town Hall

www.fhsc.org.uk/fhsc/dukinfield.htm
Meetings are held in the Old Chapel schoolrooms, Old Road, Dukinfield, on the second Wednesday of each month (except August), starting at 7.00 pm. A £1 donation is requested and refreshments are provided. Please email me with any items for the newsletter: gayjoliver@aol.com 
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