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TAMESIDE GROUP NEWSLETTER

January 2016
Hidden Treasure of Tameside
I have received the following email from Tameside Local Studies and Archives Centre

Hello, We thought that you might be interested to know about the exhibition that we are holding in the Art Gallery at Central Library, Old Street, Ashton from this Saturday 16th January.  We have something from every corner of Tameside and many will be on display for the first time and come from the deposited collections held in the strong-room at Tameside Local Studies and Archives Centre. The exhibition provides a chance to see them up close and learn more about some fascinating items from the borough’s past, from the Middle Ages to the 20th century.

Please download the attached poster for more details, we hope that you will be able to come along and visit.
I saw the first item being installed last week which is a fascinating very large scale plan of Ashton Workhouse.

Vanishing the Vote – Suffrage, Citizenship and the Battle for the Census

A new book and a series of talks to go with its launch – poster attached.
Lancashire Local History Federation – Spring Day School – Saturday 16th February
To be held at Preston Masonic Hall the theme this year is traditional crafts in Lancashire including woodcutting, spinning, felt hat making and bridge building – see attached poster and booking form.

Other Local Events

Please visit our Tameside Local History Forum website where you can find out about other local events and also download a copy of the Tameside Events Team’s Winter brochure: www.tamesidehistoryforum.org.uk
The following is a report I received from Ian Hartas the UKBMD project lead concerning anticipated changes to the availability of BMD Certificates via the GRO:

15 years of Local BMD websites – celebrations and a look to their future.
By: Ian Hartas
Time flies when you're having fun – so fast that I missed the fact that the Cheshire BMD reached the grand old age of 15 last October whilst we were away on holiday. The Cheshire BMD website marked the beginning of what has become known as the Local BMD Project and now includes, at the time of writing, 11 regions of the country. 

So, a long overdue big Thank You ! to all the volunteers who have contributed to the various BMD websites over the years. To take the project forwards we're always looking for volunteers to transcribe, but more importantly the project could make use of people with project management skills who would be willing to volunteer to help drive the project into new areas. Links to the various websites are at the end of this article.

The local BMD websites based on the indexes held by the local register offices should be the ones you use in preference to the GRO based websites. The GRO based websites may offer a more national coverage, but they are based on copies of the originals held at the local register offices, and so, unfortunately, they are well known for their errors and omissions. You can find more about these problems on the Local BMD Project web pages at http://LocalBMD.org.uk The Local BMD websites offer other advantages too, such as fully pairing the marriages and naming the wedding venue.

What's in the future for the Local BMD websites? Our long term aim has always been to have as many local register offices involved in the project as possible, getting as large a coverage as we can across the country, but as noted above, volunteer help is often a limiting factor. We are also limited by the willingness of some register offices to become involved and content-wise by what the UK law allows us to show.

On 18th December I attended a meeting at the GRO's premises in Southport as part of their user group. The meeting covered many interesting agenda items – here are a few highlights:

· Digital by default – the GRO's aim is to work from digitised records and provide digital versions, where the law permits

· A large proportion of the early birth and death records have already been scanned and digitised.

· 87% of the applications to the GRO are online applications, this figure is likely to increase.

· The distinction as to what is considered a historic record is still a bit vague but it's likely to be 100 years, 75 years and 50 years for births, marriages and deaths respectively.

· From the FreeBMD representative present at the meeting we heard that the copy of the FreeBMD data held by Ancestry.co.uk does not have any of the updates and corrections that have been applied on  the FreeBMD.org.uk website.

· How much would you pay for a purely digital copy? Various views were put forward on this topic as it would affect their plans for future access.

· The recent 2015 Deregulation Bill permits changes to the way in which access to the BMD records may be made by the public – but only for the GRO!

This last point was a big surprise for me. I had heard that the government's Deregulation Bill acted as a change to the law enabling future changes to our access to the BMD records, but I had not realised that it had limited these changes to the GRO only. i.e. the local register offices will not benefit by this deregulation bill and potentially could lose income because of it.

My MP heard from me the next day!

If the local BMD projects are to be allowed to move forward to the point that they too can offer digitised images as an option, then the law will need updating so that the deregulation bill permits the local register offices to offer the same level of service as the GRO.

You can read the Deregulation Bill online, it's a bit of a long web address so I've shortened it using Google's url shortener to be http://goo.gl/3csPwT

If you feel as strongly in this as I do, please contact your MP and ask that the Deregulation Bill is amended further so that the local register offices have the same rights and opportunities as the GRO.
Related Websites:
Cheshire BMD: http://CheshireBMD.org.uk

Staffordshire BMD: http://StaffordshireBMD.org.uk

West Midlands BMD: http://WestMidlandsBMD.org.uk

Lancashire BMD: http://LancashireBMD.org.uk

Yorkshire BMD: http://YorkshireBMD.org.uk

North Wales BMD: http://NorthWalesBMD.org.uk

Links to all of the above and other Local BMDs : http://UKBMD.org.uk/localbmd

Local BMD Project information: http://LocalBMD.org.uk

Full Bill web page: http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2014-2015/0095/lbill_2014-20150095_en_9.htm#pb13-l1g94

About the author: Ian Hartas is the author of the search software and other PHP code used within the Local BMD websites. He is also the author the UKBMD, UKGDL and UKMFH websites that provide thousands of links to genealogy websites that can help with your family tree research. 

-------------------------------------------------------

I want to thank Ian for all his hard work in making these local indexes available and also Bob Kirk for co-ordinating the Tameside Project.  I will be writing to our local Tameside MPs, who I hope will be able to support this local project.  If anyone is interested, I have a list of all the Greater Manchester MPs and their contact details.
New Society Website
Alan Bennett and I have been working very hard to get our new website ready.  It has already been launched upon our committee for fault finding and to make sure everything works – so it won’t be long now.
Programme for 2015 - 2016:

February – no meeting The Chapel needs to use the room for their annual Pantomime, this year, “Aladdin”.
March 9 – Allan Arrowsmith “Denton Then and Now”.
April 13– Tony Bostock “My Genealogical Journey”.
May 11 – Gordon Adshead – My Stalybridge Adsheads and how a One-Named Study Helped.
June 8 – To be Confirmed David Mayall from Free BMD.
July – visit Stockport Hatworks? Or Air Raid Shelters? More later.
August 10 - Possibly our Local History Group about their research project: Cockbrook.
The last three dates may need swapping round – I’m waiting to confirm which date will suit David Mayall.
Gay Oliver: gayjoliver@gmail.com  16 January 2015
