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TAMESIDE GROUP NEWSLETTER

January 2013
Hope you all had a good Christmas.  Spare a thought for some of our ancestors who spent Christmas in the Workhouse.  Take a look at Peter Higginbotham’s webpage: http://www.workhouses.org.uk/Christmas/ some fascinating facts and a recipe for Christmas pudding for 300.
2012 is fast becoming a distant memory, but before it fades completely I would love to hear of any of your main success stories or brickwalls demolished.  In the dark days of January it’s sometimes hard to find much to look forward to in the New Year and there’s not much sunshine around and every time we turn on the TV it can be very depressing, but Ancestry is bringing us some very good news in February.  
Kevin Bolton the Archivist for Manchester City Archives has announced:


Manchester City Archives is the Diocesan Record Office for the Diocese of Manchester (Church of England). The Diocese of Manchester covers the majority of Greater Manchester including Manchester, Salford, Bolton, Bury, Oldham, Rochdale, Leigh, Newchurch, Stretford and Old Trafford, and Ashton under Lyne.
All our Church of England parish registers of baptisms (up to 1915), marriages (up to 1930) and burials will be published online at Ancestry.co.uk in early February. Over 6,000,000 records have been digitised and name indexed. It also includes the parish registers for Manchester Cathedral. Free access to Ancestry.co.uk is available at any Manchester City Council library. We hope to add non-conformist church registers for Greater Manchester later on in the year.

Cheshire BMD Births: Replaced 31,960 for Ashton Town, registers at Tameside (1897-1937) to add mother's maiden name.  This means that all mothers’ maiden names up until at least 1937 are now on-line for Tameside. Many thanks to Bob Kirk and colleagues for these.
Free BMD:  Has anyone recently taken a look at the latest progress on this site?  When I started researching my family history circa 1996 they had completed up until circa 1880-1890, but their latest up-date takes us to nearly complete for births up until 1957 with marriages 1960 and deaths going nearly up until 1964. 
Some up-dates to Tameside History Forum website: www.tamesidehistoryforum.org.uk
· The Manchester Regiment Museum’s latest newsletter, their programme for 2013 and    details of their latest special exhibition.

· Tameside Archives and Local Studies Libraries’ latest programme of talks.
· A press release issued by the Friends of Dukinfield Old Hall Chapel.

Down your way: two centuries of Manchester’s maps go online:
20 December 2012

Over 300 historical maps spanning 200 years of Mancunian history have been digitised and published online by The University of Manchester Library.

The collection of maps and plans of the city from the 18th century to the middle of the 20th century, mostly from the Library’s Special Collections, housed in The John Rylands Library, will be freely available, allowing users to zoom into street level.

Also digitised by the Library are a series of maps from Manchester City Council - not seen in public for 60 years- showing the extent of bomb damage to the city during WW2.

Included is the first large-scale map of Manchester, produced by William Green in 1794, and Joseph Adshead’s Victorian map of the Township of Manchester.

A selection of plans show the development of Manchester Ship Canal, and a street map collection from 1750 to 1930 shows Manchester and Salford's explosive growth.

The Library’s Map Librarian, Donna Sherman, said: “These maps provide a fascinating visual resource, giving a wealth of information to the public, historians, sociologists, architects, and archaeologists.”
“Thanks to CHICC, we’re delighted they are now available for free on the University of Manchester Library’s website.”
The maps will be free to access from the University Library’s Image Collections (LUNA).

http://enriqueta.man.ac.uk/luna/servlet/maps2~1~1
NEXT MONTH
We will be visiting Tameside Local Studies and Archives Centre where we will mainly be having access to some of the Earl of Stamford Estate Records.  Recently the students in my class were shown these records and they are fabulous, including a 1765 map with all the fields in Ashton Manor numbered and a huge ledger explaining who occupied these plots and their usage, very much like a tithe map but 80 years earlier. The collection also includes a manuscript from about 1370 of a Trial by Battle between the De Staveleighs and the Lords of Longdendale and a Right of Free Warren given by Edward III to John de Assheton in 1345, plus very many rentals and details of overdue rents etc.  It will also be an opportunity for people to learn about other records in the Library’s collections.
Programme for 2013:
9th January – Brian Hallsworth ‘From the Old Wives Mouth’ – professional speaker who came last Christmas to talk about ‘In the Bleak Midwinter’.
13th February – Visit to the Local Archives Centre to view the Stamford Estates Archives.

13th March – Barbara Foster ‘The Lady Stamford Reminisces’ National Trust Speaker from Dunham Massey.
10th April – Dorothy Bintley will talk about the Family Search Website including Effective Search Techniques and the use of Batch numbers.

8th May – Dr Susan Deal ‘Cleanliness is Next to Godliness’ the Victorian Obsession with Hygiene.

12th June – David Lambert, member of the Metcalfe Society will be coming along to let us know how belonging to a One Named Study Group has helped with his research.

July – I am suggesting a visit to the working Cotton Mill at Queen Mill in Burnley or Lancashire Record Office.
I have also already booked one speaker of November 2013 – John Creer will be coming along to talk about DNA and Family History.
Any changes or alterations to our programme will be posted on our Society website: fhsc.org.uk click on Groups and then Tameside. Meetings are held in the Old Chapel schoolrooms, Old Road, Dukinfield, on the second Wednesday of each month (except August), starting at 7.00 pm. £1.50 for members and £2.00 for non members, tea and coffee on arrival.
Gay Oliver: gayjoliver@gmail.com  9 January 2013
