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New Year resolutions for family historians

Here are some you might keep!
 

Go back to where you started:  So much more information is now on-line that when I started in 1996 – must go back to the beginning and seek out information which wasn’t available then.
 

Don’t forget the women in our trees: OK! It might be more difficult, but just think how hard they worked.  One of mine took on five sons and two daughters when she married and went on to have eleven more children.  Fifteen of these survived to adulthood and yet her name is hardly mentioned in the records. Another had a famous father and I would never have known.
Go and have a look as some original records:  with so much information now available, particularly for Cheshire on the new Family Search website, take the opportunity to look at the original parish registers on film, either at:

· Tameside Local Studies and Archives Centre,  for Tameside churches,
· Our Alderley Edge Research Centre for Cheshire Churches
· Our LDS Family History Centre in Ashton for records further afield
Checkout the new Tameside On-line Catalogue: You never know what you will find and nothing beats the feel of handling original documents.
Try learning something new:  If you have spent most of your time researching, birth, marriages and death records, and census returns - try learning something about Wills or Poor Law Records, or more about the jobs our ancestors did.

Up-date your contacts lists: Excellent time to up-date all your contact lists while everything is still within living memory from your Christmas card lists.
BACK UP ALL YOUR FILES!!!

Searching more successfully:
Fed up with finding ‘hundreds of results’ or ‘no matches found’:
  

· Remember that prior to 1911 middle names were usually not shown on the census, and often middle initials weren't either; even in 1911 middle names were often omitted. Then just to confuse things I have five OLIVER brothers in Shropshire who were know by their middle names.
· Our ancestors were often economical with the truth about their ages, particularly where there was a big age difference.  They weren’t always sure where they were born either and put down where they remembered growing up.

· For the best results always search databases INDIVIDUALLY rather than carry out a global search. For instance with the new Family Search website browse through the European collections and then search the individual database.
· Use the 'Old search' at Ancestry rather than the 'New search', which seems to be designed for beginners.  Click on SEARCH, then SEARCH ALL RECORDS and then ‘old search’ (tiny writing in the top right-hand corner).
· Tick the 'Exact matches only' box and 'Include variants' boxes wisely; if you're not careful the results you're looking for could be submerged under a heap of near matches.
· Make use of wildcards (* and ?) rather than trying to guess all the possible ways that a name may have been misspelled, misheard, or mistranscribed.
· Don't assume that because a particular item appears on the Search form that it's in the database (this is a particular problem at Ancestry).  Don’t think you have to be a conformist and fill in all the boxes.
 

If you are still getting no results put in a common name and if you are still getting no results then it’s likely you have misunderstood something.
Vote for the Decade’s Best Website:
UKBMD has been shortlisted as on the of the best websites of the decade, the following email came from Ian Hartas:
“The latest Family Tree magazine has a reader survey where you can vote for your favourite genealogy website from a list of about 20. UKBMD has been nominated.

I view this as a great recognition of all the hard work by the thousands of volunteers who have been involved with all the local BMD web sites over the last 10 years.

If you agree (or not) I recommend that you enter their survey and vote for your favourite sites.
http://www.family-tree.co.uk/survey/”

Looking for Living Relatives:  www.tracegenie.com
Pay site, but only £2.95 for a full day and £9.95 for 30 days. Search the edited Electoral Rolls 2005-2010, BMDs 1984-2005, 2007-2009 Company Directors and 2009 Companies Database. Much cheaper than 192.com

Next Month – We will be at Tameside Local Studies and Archives Centre, when Alice Lock will talk about one of her favourite projects, recording people for posterity.  Use the cotton Street entrance and get there a bit earlier for a 7.00pm start.
Programme for 2010-2011:
February 9 – Alice Locke “Voices from the Past” change of venue to Tameside Local Studies and Archives Centre
March 9 – Chris Makepeace – “The Camera as Historian”.
April 13 – Peter Higginbottom – “Gruelling Experience” Three Hundred Years of the Workhouse.

May 11 – Visit still to be arranged – possibly “Fairfield Moravian Settlement”

June 8 – Keith Warrender – “Underground Manchester”
July 13 – Gordon Read – “Migration to the USA and Canada”
Any changes or alterations to this programme will be posted on our Society website: fhsc.org.uk click on Groups and then Dukinfield
Meetings are held in the Old Chapel schoolrooms, Old Road, Dukinfield, on the second Wednesday of each month (except August), starting at 7.00 pm. £1.50 for members and £2.00 for non members, tea and coffee on arrival.
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