SAD NEWS

Larysa Bolton, our Archivist at Tameside Local Studies and Archives is leaving. She will be moving to Manchester Central Library in charge of their Special Collections. This is obviously great news for Laryso, but I and many others will be sad to see her go.  She has always worked and encouraged projects and communities in Tameside and has been a good partner to our Family History Society, our Tameside History Forum, and the History on Your Doorstep Group, as well as being the friendliest archivist I have known.

Fortunately her post has been advertised full time, which does demonstrate something to our Local Authority about the necessity of heritage despite council cuts.
NEXT MONTH
Geoff Johnson, the leader of our Society Computer Group, will be coming along to advise on getting the most out of your computer, laptop or tablet for Family History. Wednesday 8th March  at 7.30pm at Old Chapel School Rooms, Dukinfield
ROOTSTECH
RootsTech,  based out of Salt Lake City,  is the largest Family History event held each year in the United States.  There are more than 200 sessions and I would love to go one year. Fortunately several of these sessions are now available via their website: https://www.rootstech.org/
THE COLLEGE OF ARMS
Following a recent discussion about Heralds Visitations and pedigrees I have found the following video which explains the work of the College of Arms:
http://www.familyhistoryshow.net/the-vodcasts/special-feature-nick-at-the-college-of-arms This is a special feature when Nick Barratt visited.
ENHANCED SEARCHES VIA GRO WEBSITE

The General Register Office’s enhanced historic birth and death indexes are still searchable online via the GRO's own website. 
Although their experiment with providing pdf copies has ended the enhanced indexes are still free to search.

The indexes have been created using GRO records which have already been digitised, and cover birth records more than 100 years old, and death records up to 1957, where possible showing mother’s maiden name for births prior to 1911, and age at death for those records prior to 1865. 
You will need to register first and from there it is easy to search and very quick to show results. https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/Login.asp
I would still use Cheshire BMD for local Tameside records because these are complete and do give the above extra details and more, but if your ancestors came from anywhere else, its well worth giving this new resource a try, particularly if you had a fairly common name and don’t know which certificate to order, the extra information may help to pinpoint it.

NEW SOCIETY WEBSITE NOW LAUNCHED

From now on you will receive this newsletter only if you are a paid up or registered member of our Tameside Group.  Paid up members will also receive notification this way when our latest copy of the Ancestor is available on the website for you to download.  Members who opted to continue to receive printed copies will still do so.

It had a soft launch to officers of the Society a couple of days before Christmas, where we tested and corrected minor faults etc, but was officially launched last month  www.fhsc.org.uk This website has much more functionality than our old site and we plan to add more as we go through 2017.

There are different levels of access to the site:

PUBLIC, REGISTERED WEBSITE MEMBER, PAID UP MEMBER, GROUP COMMITTEE MEMBERS and OVERALL OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY.

PUBLIC:  You will be allowed to browse the shop (when it launches) and attend meetings and research centres at visitor rates.

REGISTERED WEBSITE MEMBER (FREE): as above plus being able to buy from the shop, follow any of the groups, sign up for group newsletters and add their Cheshire surname interests.

PAID UP MEMBERS: to receive quarterly copies of our Magazine, The Cheshire Ancestor either printed or electronic.  It’s cheaper to opt for our electronic version. There are also electronic exchange versions of Magazines from other Societies. You will be able to add all your surnames world-wide, access research resources. Mostly reduced rates to attend meetings and research centres.

GROUP COMMITTEE MEMBERS: will be able to amend any of their groups webpages following instructions in FAQ.

OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY: Access to pages to streamline the running of the Society and our complete archive dating back to 1969.

It has not been possible to carry forward members’ passwords so you will have to reset your password the first time you visit.

Click on Login in the top green menu and then use the Forgot Your password? link. On the next screen which opens you should enter your email address and then click on submit. Be aware that the Submit button only works after a number of seconds (this is to protect us from attacks by robots).

Now go to your email inbox and look for an email from us. If you can’t find it then check in your junk/spam folder. If you don’t receive it then please contact the Web Administrator via Contact Us.

Also contact us if your email address is rejected as it means our records need updating.

If you do get the email then click on the link which will take you back directly to our website to reset your password.

Please make this a strong password: at least 8 characters long with a combination of upper and lower case letters, numbers and symbols

Once you have logged in you can look at the data we hold about you that may need changing.  You will find it in the My Membership menu under My Subscription.
Good Luck! and Welcome to our New Website.  This is not a static website and we will continue to add to it and increase facilities throughout 2017. There is a more detailed article about our new website in the latest Cheshire Ancestor
Have a good wander around the website and explore some of the menus which open up as you hover over others, add some of your surnames etc – there is a lot here.

NORTH CHESHIRE FHS
Sadly folded just before Christmas and have now officially merged with our society. Their Sale branch has officially become one of our Family History Society of Cheshire Groups.

The new Sale group of the FHSC has now been officially formed, has a committee and has held its first meeting.

The bare bones details of this new group have been added to our new website.
DON’T FORGET THAT BOTH FINDMYPAST AND ANCESTRY.COM ARE AVAILABLE TO USE FOR FREE AT TAMESIDE LOCAL STUDIES AND ARCHVES LIBRARY and that we have volunteers there helping people on the first and third Tuesday afternoons each month.
Gay J Oliver (Tameside Group Leader and Web Admin) 23 February 2017
