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DUKINFIELD GROUP NEWS

February 2009
Cheshire BMD Up-date:
When our project within Tameside Register Office started we were only allowed to view the indexes which meant that quite a few of the early records uploaded to Cheshire BMD had not been double-checked against the original registers.  Bob Kirk’s team has now been revisiting these registers and the following marriage indexes were replaced on 7th February to apply any corrections and additions: CE17/1 CE19/1-2 CE21/1-2 CE23/1-2 CE24/1 CE25/1 CE28/1-3 CE29/1 CE30/1 CE31/1-8 CE33/1 CE34/1-2 CE35/1-7
Ian Hartas was also pleased to announce that Berkshire has now come on board with nearly a quarter of a million records from Reading Register Office.

There is also a very useful page on the Cheshire BMD web page that I have never seen before, which gives details of all the sub registration districts: www.cheshirebmd.org.uk/cheshirebmd/subdist.html
Gift Aid declarations:

Doris has some gift aid declaration forms.  If you haven’t picked one up can members please fill one in this evening?  I do have a list of members, who have already done this and can check if you wish, but it wouldn’t hurt to fill another one in – it’s free and the money our society can claim back will help to fund new projects.  If you fill it in this evening we can send it off for you.

Irish Research just got easier:

For the first time the Irish GRO birth, marriage and death indexes 1864-1958 have gone on-line and are searchable free at familysearch.org.  In addition Church of Ireland marriages from 1845 are also included.  Records are contained in one overall index up until 1922 and from then on into Northern Ireland and Eire.  Got to www.familysearch.org – click on Search Records – Record Search Pilot – Europe and then scroll down to Ireland.
Progress on their Cheshire Indexing Project – these should eventually appear on-line:

Cheshire church Records 51%

Land Tax Records 9%

School Records 4%

I believe they will also be starting on Cheshire Poor Law records soon.

New at Ancestry:
Ancestry are now looking to individually index their GRO databases and have made a start with births between 1916-2005.  http://www.ancestry.co.uk/search/rectype/vital/freebmd/bmd.aspx  Scroll down the page to the Complete BMD Indexes 1984-2005 and you will see that the births now start from 1916.  For births up to and including 1915 your will have to search via the Partial FreeBMD Indexes & Images 1837-1983 box
Tameside Local Studies Library:
Talk next week on Wednesday evening 7.00pm with drinks and canapes – Cotton Street Entrance:

February 18 – “Getting into Print” – Mark Llewellyn, journalist, author, magazine editor and marketing consultant will tell of his experience of and advice on getting into print.
Please telephone Local Studies to book a place: 0161 342 4242.

Interesting Web Links:

World Surname Profiler:  http://www.publicprofiler.org/worldnames/ lots of fun mapping out surnames worldwide.
Naval History: http://www.naval-history.net/ excellent website with masses of information regarding naval history from the Great War to the Falklands.
Will Transcriptions: wills4all.netfirms.com/entry.htm taken directly from the website:
‘This site is an ongoing project which came about after I was asked to transcribe 2 wills for one person.  I thought what is it that most family historians of the future are going to have difficulty with?  The answer will be the handwriting.  This is also a common problem right now, but it doesn't have to be.  Together we can make life easier for future generations of Family Historians.

I intend to place on this site transcripts of as many wills as is possible, freely available to all with information where the original can be found.  I would also like to link these wills to their respective families via email addresses.  Thus giving you another option of locating those distant cousins.

This will be my site for you and it needs your input.  If you have original wills that can be scanned and sent to me for transcription, or actual transcripts then I will place those transcripts on this site.  All transcripts must be accompanied with where the original can be purchased/copied.  So if you have a will and would like it included please feel free to email it to me by clicking the email link below.’
Events:

The F H S C Tenth Annual Family History Day - 10am-400pm, Saturday 21 February 2009 Memorial Hall, Chester Way, Northwich.
Manchester Histories Festival - Saturday 21 March in the banqueting hall of Manchester Town Hall 10.00-4.00pm.
Next Month:
We are really lucky that Kevin Bolton – the Senior Archivist and Manchester Central Library will be coming to talk to us about the Poor Law records held in their Archives.
Programme 2008/2009
· 11 March – Kevin Bolton - Senior Archivist Manchester Central Library “Poor Law Records”
·   8 April –  Sandra McLaren – “Saints and Sinners”
·  13 May – “Open Forum” and a presentation by me – “Uploading Granny”
·  10 June -  Jan Dawson – “The Food our Ancestors Ate”
·   8 July – Visit this will most likely be a guided tour of Manchester Town Hall in the afternoon
Meetings are held in the Old Chapel schoolrooms, Old Road, Dukinfield, on the second Wednesday of each month (except August), starting at 7.00 pm. A donation is requested and refreshments are provided. Please email me with any items for the newsletter: gayjoliver@aol.com 
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