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DUKINFIELD GROUP NEWS

February 2008
 CHESHIRE BMD Up-Date:

 This month 10,045 deaths for Audenshaw 1901-1937 have been added and 11,290 Dukinfield deaths 1907-1969. This means that when the deaths for Hyde have been added up to 1937, 100 years of Tameside deaths will be complete on-line.

Manchester and Lancs FHS  Products for Sale:


At last, after years of painstaking work, the CDROM of burials at Manchester Cathedral 1573-1868 is now available from Society Mail Order, Item Code is 1673, price £10.00 (£8.51 if you live outside the EU) plus postage for 90gms. The CD is an alphabetical listing of ALL burials (over 148,000) in Acrobat format with extensive bookmarking. All details have been transcribed from the original registers.
A Guide to the Burial Grounds of Manchester & Salford - £5.00, 110gm - order code 1030
Compiled by Geoffrey Edge. A comprehensive listing covers 234 burial grounds in Manchester and Salford from the 16th to the 20th centuries. It notes where burial registers may be found and provides references to listings of memorial inscriptions if these exist. A5, 62pp.

Welcome to The War Graves Photographic Project:  www.twgpp.org
The aim of the War Graves Photographic project is to photograph every war grave, individual memorial, MOD Grave, and family memorial of serving military personnel from WWI to the present day and make these available within a searchable database.

Now working as a joint venture with the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, this will enable families, scholars and researchers to obtain, via CWGC or TWGPP websites, a copy of the photograph of a grave or memorial, which for many is impossible to visit due to the location.

This project aims to photograph in excess of 1.75 million graves or memorials from Commonwealth Nations and many from other military forces around the world.
New Records at Find My Past: www.findmypast.com
Findmypast.com has added another decade of records to the UK Outbound Passenger Lists currently available. Records now include 20 million names within 137,000 passenger lists spanning 1890 to 1949.

Following Armistice the world looked once again to rebuild: the 'Iron Curtain' descended in the East leading to the beginnings of the Cold War. Thousands of women left their families and homes to start a new life in Canada, America and Australia with the soldiers they had met and married. 'Home Children' were sent away to Canada for a better life, with mixed results. Commercial travel increased, as did the possibility of travelling for business, to compete in sports and other events.
Working in partnership with the Society of Genealogists (SOG) to publish online records held at the Society's London headquarters. The Great Western Railway Shareholders Index is now live. This unique index is not an index of railway staff, but shareholders in the Great Western Railway. The index contains details for 77,000 shareholders, with a total number of 292,000 names plus addresses (where given) entered into the registers. 
New at the National Archives Website: www.nationalarchives.gov.uk
Find Women's Royal Air Force records online: The Women's Royal Air Force (WRAF) was formed in 1918 to free up men for active service. Some women served as drivers and mechanics. Hundreds of women served in France and Germany. Searching is free and you only pay for downloads. 
New podcast:  'Living the Poor Life' poverty and the workhouse in the nineteenth century. Paul Carter's talk explores the poor life in 19th-century England and Wales. Using records from The National Archives, he presents allegations of cruelty to paupers, accounts of political and Chartist activities and much more. 

News from Ancestry: www.ancestry.co.uk
After much painstaking research we’re proud to announce the launch of what we believe is the definitive Royal Naval Division (RND) Casualties record collection. Comprising more than 10,200 individual records of men from all over the UK, the database details members of the RND who died in service from 1914-1926.

The Royal Naval Division - commonly referred to as “Winston’s Little Army”, the RND was founded in 1914 when Churchill was First Lord of the Admiralty and was made up of many units of both Naval and Army personnel. When World War One broke out, the Royal Navy Reserves were found to have a huge surplus of men so various Reserves were gathered at Crystal Palace and formed into the Royal Naval Division. Although under the control of the Admiralty these brave men fought alongside the Army. 
S&N Genealogy Supplies continue to improve upon their BMD service:

S&N have photographed pages that are missing or are hard to read in the microfilm records. The original 16mm microfilm which has been used by the various online companies to provide a BMD index service has missing pages and poor images. This is often due to the nature of the microfilm and digitisation process. S&N is a  family company run by Sue and Nigel Bayley and their sons David and Paul were despatched to carry out the work at the FRC Mydelton place.

Adoption Records
One of the chief concerns is what happens if you can’t find an entry in the BMD indexes.In early records before 1860 the GRO index does have a high number of omissions as civil registration took a while to get established.
However later records do bring up the concerns of those that feel they may have been adopted and until now it would have required a trip to the FRC to consult the public index to adopted children.

This gives the name of the child, Birth Year, Date of Entry, No of Entry, Vol No Birth Year is not present for all the records. Only the adopted child can apply for further information and therefore have the potential to find out more about their former families. If you wish to consult the register it can be freely searched online by visiting www.TheGenealogist.co.uk/freesub  To learn more about adoptions visit www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/adoptions/
The Manchester Regiment Enlistment books:
For some time now a project to index the entries in the 47 volumes of enlistment books has been underway. This is now in the checking process.  To compliment this all the volumes have been take to Manchester Central Library to be microfilmed.  This will take about a month, but together with the indexes will be a wonderful resource for anyone with ancestors in the Manchesters
FUTURE EVENTS:
1) FHSC – Northwich Family History Fair  Saturday 23RD February 2008.
2) Stockport Family History Fair Sunday 6th April 2008 at Stockport Town Hall

NEXT MONTH:
Alan Hayhurst will be giving us his special humorous and macabre twist on some famous “Lady Killers”.  Alan is an excellent speaker. I have heard his talks before and I am sure everyone will have a very entertaining if slightly gruesome evening.
PROGRAMME 2007/2008
· 12 March 2008 - Alan Hayhurst - "Lady Killers" 

· 9 April 2008 - Peter Park - "Parish Registers" 

· 14 May 2008 - "Open Forum" 

· 11 June 2008 - "Afternoon visit for a Concert and Tour of Chetham's Library" 

· 9 July 2008 - Jan Craig - "Palaeography" 
www.fhsc.org.uk/fhsc/dukinfield.htm
Meetings are held in the Old Chapel schoolrooms, Old Road, Dukinfield, on the second Wednesday of each month (except August), starting at 7.00 pm. A £1 donation is requested and refreshments are provided. Please email me with any items for the newsletter: gayjoliver@aol.com 
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