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DUKINFIELD GROUP NEWS

December 2008
Cheshire BMD Up-date:

Bob Kirk was pleased to announce this month that they have replaced 24,684 entries from all the registers of Newton and Godley 1837-1937, to add mother's maiden name and has whispered that those for Mottram will be next.  This together with the age at date of death should be fantastically useful in mapping out whole families of siblings.  
New FHSC Website:

In October at our Society AGM we elected a new chairman, Alan Bennett.  Alan is the current group leader of our Stockton Heath group and has worked in IT for 31 years.  His first job has been to completely redesign the Society website and exactly one month later it was launched.
Take a look at www.fhsc.org.uk   This is the same address, but is brand spanking new, and this is just the start.  It will have many features and facilities as it develops, including a members only area where information not available elsewhere on-line will begin to appear.  He is already offering members free webspace to host their own family trees on-line.  If you are already a member of the society you will have received a couple of emails giving you your User ID and Password.  It is recommended that you change your password to something more memorable for yourself when you first visit. 
Alan will be coming to visit us at our February meeting to introduce himself and to ask what you would like our Society to offer members, and to demonstrate the features of the website and talk about any planned developments.
Members' Competition 2009:
To celebrate the Society's 40th anniversary in 2009, the Society is launching a very special members' competition. Members are invited to commemorate in words the life of an ancestor or ancestors -- male or female; to put them on the record books; to herald their achievements or misdemeanors; to really put the flesh on their bones and to explain why they mean so much to you in your family history research. 
Full details in the form of a downloadable PDF file at www.fhsc.org.uk
Tameside Local and Family History Message Board:
The new forum I created on my website is growing now http://tamesidehistory.proboards.com This is a very easy way of communicating with everyone.  If you join you can reply and create new posts, but even if you don’t you can look in every few days to check the latest messages. There are one or two people on the site now who are willing to answer members queries.
Events: The F H S C Tenth Annual Family History Day - Feb 2009 10am- 4pm, Saturday 21st February 2009 Memorial Hall, Chester Way, Northwich
Next Month:
Next month Christine Clough will be coming to talk about the work of the Friends of Gorse Hall, and links to Beatrix Potter and the unsolved murder of George Harry Storrs.
Programme 2008/2009
·  14 January 2009 – Christine Clough “Friends of Gorse Hall” 

·  11 February 2009 – Demonstration of the Most Popular Family History Websites at Dukinfield Town Hall
·  11 March – Kevin Bolton - Senior Archivist Manchester Central Library “Poor Law Records”
·   8 April –  Sandra McLaren – “Saints and Sinners”
·  13 May – “Open Forum” and a presentation by me – “Uploading Granny”
·  10 June -  Jan Dawson – “The Food our Ancestors Ate”
·   8 July – Visit this will most likely be a guided tour of Manchester Town Hall in the afternoon
Meetings are held in the Old Chapel schoolrooms, Old Road, Dukinfield, on the second Wednesday of each month (except August), starting at 7.00 pm. A donation is requested and refreshments are provided. Please email me with any items for the newsletter: gayjoliver@aol.com 
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