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TAMESIDE GROUP NEWSLETTER

April 2012
Tameside Family History Website:

Pages on Researching in Tameside have been up-dated: tamesidefamilyhistory.co.uk/contents.htm
· Civil Registration

· Census Returns

· Burials

· Understanging the IGI

· Newspapers

· Maps

· Wills

· Parish Registers

· Trade Directories

Similarly the downloadable versions of these. tamesidefamilyhistory.co.uk/download.htm
New at FindMyPast: 
Until now it has been frustrating for researchers whose ancestors were born, married, or died in Westminster because most of the registers are missing from the London Metropolitan Archives collection at Ancestry. It's therefore good news that findmypast have launched the Westminster Collection, comprising over 1.3 million records taken from the registers of over 50 churches. More records - covering additional parishes but also including cemetery registers, wills, rate books, settlement examinations, workhouse admission and discharge books, bastardy, orphan and apprentice records, charity documents, and militia and watch records - will be going online in the next few months.
New Maritime BMD records at findmypast:
 

Findmypast have long had the most comprehensive set of birth, marriage, and death indexes - but now they have gone one better by including full colour scans of original entries taken from maritime records held at the National Archives. There are 30 different types of record, from 10 different record series, with over one million entries in all, and while most relate to deaths at sea (including the passengers and crew of the Titanic), there are nearly 39,000 births and a similar number of marriages, many of which took place near naval bases, rather than at sea. At the same time findmypast have released over 1,000 service records for White Star Line officers and commanders, including all of the officers who served on the Titanic. 

Ancestry.co.uk: http://www.ancestry.co.uk/home/new.aspx
Belfast Newsletter 1738-1925 200,000 pages browse only but interesting to read about pre famine days.
Vistoria Cross Medals 1857-2007 most include photos and details of their final resting place.
Titanic collection:  Ancestry release their own Titanic Collection including some coroners’ inquests and obituaries
Tameside Local History Forum in conjunction with Salford University have received a grant from Heritage Lottery Fund for an archaeological dig at Newton Hall – lots of events over the next few weeks – full details here: http://www.tamesidehistoryforum.org.uk/newtonhall2012.htm Our Society will be involved in two open days over the May Day Bank Holiday and will be involved in a Heritage Market for 22nd June 2012 on Ashton market, 10am-4pm. More details by email soon. I need volunteers to help on these days even if only for a couple of hours. Please email me at: gayjoliver@gmail.com
Programme for 2012:
9 May – Paul Newman from Chester Record Office to demonstrate their Victorian Mapping Project.

13 June – Annual Trip possibly to Gorton Monastry to be confirmed
11 July – Jean Goodall will be coming along to talk about her historical lace collection – every piece has a story attached
Any changes or alterations to this programme will be posted on our Society website: fhsc.org.uk click on Groups and then Dukinfield. Meetings are held in the Old Chapel schoolrooms, Old Road, Dukinfield, on the second Wednesday of each month (except August), starting at 7.00 pm. £1.50 for members and £2.00 for non members, tea and coffee on arrival.

Big news this month is the release of the American 1940 Census:
Only images so far, so difficult to find unless you know the enumeration district and or address.  Some embryionic indexes have been created and more will become available over the coming months


1940 U.S. Census Images are Available Now on FamilySearch.org
Are you frustrated by the slow response on the official 1940 U.S. census site? You do have alternatives. You can find some 1940 census records right now atFamilySearch.org/1940census.


1940 U.S. Census Images are Available Now on MyHeritage.com
Are you frustrated by the slow response on the official 1940 U.S. census site? You do have alternatives. You can find some 1940 census records right now at MyHeritage.com/1940census. The site is NOT busy or overloaded. 

1940 U.S. Census: Day #1
As I write these words, the 1940 census has been "available" for about twelve hours. I have to put the word "available" in quote marks because some definitions of the word might not be the same as my definition. To be blunt, the census records haven't been "available" to very many genealogists.


Archives.com Report on the Status of the Official 1940 Census Web Site
The official 1940 Census Web is hosted by Archives.com. This evening, the company posted a status update on the company blog. My favorite phrase in the article is the title: "We Expected A Flood And Got A Tsunami!"


findmypast.com Will Find 1940 U.S. Census Records for You
The 1940 U.S. census has not yet been indexed. Therefore, finding specific records can be tedious. However, findmypast.com has a great offer: the company will find the records for you.


1940 Census Access Statistics
The release of the 1940 U.S. census was far more popular than had been anticipated. The National Archives now reports 1.9 million users hit the census servers in the first four hours the data went public and at one point, the National Archives said, its computers were receiving 100,000 requests per second, with each requested image being 10 megabytes or larger.


More 1940 Census Access Statistics
More proof of the popularity of the 1940 U.S. census: Steve Morse reports, "The stats are in for my One-Step site on the first day of the census.  The site normally gets between 100,000 and 200,000 hits a day.  Yesterday, April 2, it got 2,248,987 hits." http://stevemorse.org/

And Still More 1940 Census Access Statistics
Archives.com has produced an infographic that highlights some of the more significant numbers from the recently released 1940 U.S. census records.


University of Minnesota Researchers Collaborate with Ancestry.com to Create the Most Comprehensive Database of the 1940 Census
I suspect this is the first of many, many such announcements we will see from several organizations. However, what caught my eye in this announcement is the fact that the project will be supported by grants from the National Science Foundation, the National Institute of Aging and the Eunice Kennedy Shriver Institute for Child Health and Human Development.


Call for Volunteers to Create Free, Searchable Database of 1940 U.S. Census Records
Most Informative Record of American Life prior to U.S. WWII Involvement Has Potential to Unlock New Insights into the Past, Discovery of Unknown Family Connections


RootsPoint.com to Provide Searchable Indexes of 1940 U.S. Census
RootsPoint.com is not well-known in the genealogy community. However, the company has made an announcement that could make it famous within days.

Entire 1940 USA Census Now Available on Familylink
Family link is now providing all the images of the entire 1940 census for FREE covering all the 132 million people living in the US in April 1940. A lesser know website so not as swamped with users:  www.familylink.com
The above information is courtesy of Dick Eastman’s online Genealogy Blog: blog.eogn.com
Gay Oliver: gayjoliver@gmail.com  10 April 2012

Sorry for all the different and varied colours this month lots of copying and pasting going on

