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DUKINFIELD GROUP NEWS

April 2009
Guided Tour around Manchester Town Hall:

I have finally been able to arrange our trip to Manchester Town Hall in July.  This is instead of our usual Wednesday evening meeting.  This will be on Thursday afternoon 23rd July between 2.00-3.30pm meeting at Manchester Tourist Information centre at St Peter’s Square.  Transport is very easy by train to Victoria and then tram to St Peter’s Square or a short walk from Oxford Road Station.  Maximum numbers for one blue badge guide is 25 and will cost £95.  If the numbers exceed this we will need two guides, so it will probably cost us about £4 or £5 each.  This is a fine gothic working town hall and is well worth the visit.  Please add your name to the list (see Doris) or email me at gayjoliver@aol.com.  Strictly first come first served.
Chester Record Office website:
A little hard to find at present and some aspects are not yet working properly.  Cheshire County Council is now split into Cheshire East (Macclesfield, Congleton, and Crewe and Nantwich) and Cheshire West and Chester.  The records office will still remain as one unit and run in partnership by the two new authorities.  The Records Office can be reached via both websites:

Cheshire East:  http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/leisure_and_culture/record_office.aspx
Cheshire West and Chester: http://www.cheshire.gov.uk/Recordoffice/
I wasn’t able to search the Wills database and hope this will soon be fixed.
GRO Life Events at DirectGov.uk:
  

From the 1 April 2009, General Register Office (GRO) information for the public will move from their current website (www.gro.gov.uk) to join the website Directgov. It is intended that a full launch, supported by a Press Release, will take place on 7 April 2009. Directgov is a cross-government supersite, the aim of which is to host information on all public services in one place. 
The new website address for GRO is www.direct.gov.uk/gro. This will take users to an area entitled “Registering Life Events”. As well as providing easy links to the GRO online certificate ordering service, it will contain information on the registration of birth, adoption, stillbirth, marriage, civil partnership and death as well as guidance on family history and the use of the General Register Office birth, death and marriage indexes. 
The current GRO web address (www.gro.gov.uk) will remain active and will host a “homepage” that will guide visitors to GRO information via links. 
The web address for the GRO online ordering service remains the same and can be found at http://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates . This page can also be easily accessed via www.direct.gov.uk/gro. 
1911 Census England nearly complete:
Durham and Yorkshire are now complete, so the only English counties still to go online are Cumberland, Westmorland, and Northumberland. Remember that credits bought at findmypast.com can also be used at the 1911 site. 1911Census.co.uk
New parish records for London's Docklands: 
Find My Past have also just added over 44,000 new baptisms, for London’s Docklands, to their Parish Records Collection. These additions, released in partnership with Docklands Ancestors, date from 1770 through to 1880 and are invaluable to anyone tracing their east London roots.

The parishes and years covered by the new records are:

St Dunstan Stepney 1770-1798
St Mary Whitechapel 1758-1774
St Anne Limehouse 1854-1877
Christ Church Stepney 1842-1860
All Saints Mile End 1840-1880
Ancestry:
Their much publicized launch of the London Metropolitan Archives, seems to be a bit of a damp squid so far.  The much vaunted 77 million records, so far only contain the creed registers, and births and death in the workhouses in the following Poor Law Unions:

 Camden, Islington, Lambeth, Southwark, Tower Hamlets, Wandsworth and Westminster.
Tameside Local Studies:

Anyone who has enjoyed last month’s talk by Kevin Bolton should book a place to hear him talk about “Parish Registers” at Manchester Central Library, at Tameside Local Studies Library on the 18th April. Please telephone Local Studies to book a place: 0161 342 4242.

Next Month:
Ever wanted to put your family history on-line or even design your own website.  I have lots of ideas and a presentation to show the pitfalls and basics of HTML, also some free web design websites to get you started. 
I’m also looking for ideas for next year’s programme – anything reasonable considered. Is everyone happy with what we do or would you prefer a different format entirely for our evenings.  This is your family history group and I would like it to become a democratic community.

I also desperately need a lift to our next meeting at Anderton, Sunday 10th May 2.00pm-5.00pm.  In fact I really need a definite structure and pool of volunteers for this or I can’t adequately continue to represent the group. I can’t continue just with the current two people – it’s not fair on them.  All I’m asking for is for two or three people to give up one Sunday afternoon a year.  I’ve been group leader for nearly five years now and work hard for the group, but I don’t want to continually have to worry about attending meetings.
Programme 2008/2009
·  13 May – “Open Forum” and a presentation by me – “Uploading Granny”
·  10 June -  Jan Dawson – “The Food our Ancestors Ate”
· 23 July – Blue Badge Guided Tour of Manchester Town Hall 2.00-3.00pm
Meetings are held in the Old Chapel schoolrooms, Old Road, Dukinfield, on the second Wednesday of each month (except August), starting at 7.00 pm. A donation is requested and refreshments are provided. Please email me with any items for the newsletter: gayjoliver@aol.com 
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